Native Plant Nursery
The Otsego Conservation District is dedicated to raising awareness of the benefits of planting
native wildflowers and grasses. Native plants help to restore lakeshores and stream banks,
prevent soil erosion, improve water quality, attract pollinators, provide wildlife habitat, and accent
landscaping. Otsego CD grows over 50 species as a fundraiser for district programming.

Species List 2022
Wildflowers
Big-Leaved Aster (Aster macrophyllus)
Black-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta)
Bluestem Goldenrod (Solidago caesia)
Blue Vervain (Verbena hastate)
Boneset (Eupatorium perfoliatum)
Butterfly-Weed (Asclepias tuberose)
Canada Anemone (Anemone canadensis)
Canada Tick Trefoil ( Desmodium canadense)
Cardinal Flower (Lobelia cardinalis)
Common Milkweed (Asclepias syriaca)
Common Spiderwort (Tradescantia virginiana)
Culver’s-Root (Veronicastrum virginicum)
Cup Plant (Silphium perfoliatum)
Dense Blazing Star (Liatris spicata)
Dotted/Horse Mint (Monarda punctata)
False Sunflower (Heliopsis helianthoides)
Fireweed (Epilobium angustifolium)
Foxglove Beard-Tongue (Penstemon digitalis)
Golden Alexanders (Zizia aurea)
Great Blue Lobelia (Lobelia siphilitica)
Harebell (Campanula rotundifolia)
Hairy Beard Tongue (Penstemon hirsutus)
Hoary Vervain (Verbena stricta)
Joe-Pye-Weed (Eupatorium maculatum)
Meadowsweet (Spiraea alba)
Missouri Ironweed (Vernonia missurica)
Monkey-Flower (Mimulus ringens)
New England Aster (Symphyotrichum novaeangliae)

Nodding Wild Onion (Allium cernuum)
Northern Blazing-Star (Liatris scariosa)
Obedient Plant (Physostegie Virginian)
Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea)
Riddell’s Goldenrod (Oligoneuron riddellii)
Sand Coreopsis (Coreopsis lanceolata)
Showy Goldenrod (Solidago speciosa)
Smooth Blue Aster (Aster laevis)
Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnate)
Tall Coreopsis (Coreopsis tripteris)
Western Sunflower (Helianthus occidentalis)
Wild-Bergamot (Monarda fistulosa)
Wild Blue Flag Iris (Iris versicolor)
Wild Columbine (Aquilegia Canadensis)
Wild Lupine (Lupinus perennis)
Yellow Coneflower (Ratibida pinnata)

Grasses
Big Bluestem (Andropogon gerardii)
Canadian Wild Rye (Elymus canadensis)
Indian Grass (Sorghastrum nutans)
Junegrass (Koeleria macrantha)
Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium)
River Oats (Chasmanthium latifolium)

Open House

Saturday

June 11th,
2022
Tour the greenhouse and
learn about native Michigan
perennials. Knowledgeable
growers will help suggest
plants for your site.

Free Workshop on
Edible Landscaping
Join Joellen Saugrich,
District Forester at 11am in
the Nature Center, to learn
about plants that can be
used to turn your backyard
into a edible
landscape!
We will be
discussing a
variety of trees, shrubs, and
herbaceous plants that
produce food. No space is
too small to start growing
your own food!

Native Plant Nursery and
Nature Center is located at
459 Livingston Blvd. near
the Alpine Center, within
the Community
Demonstration Garden.
Follow signs from the
roundabout.

Plant Prices:
Plug (2”x 2” x 4”)
Quart (3” x 3” x 6”)
Full Tray (single or mixed species, 36 plugs )
Full Tray (when purchasing 5 or more trays of same species)

To learn more about native plants, visit otsegocd.org

$2.50
$4.50
$75.00
$55.00

Why Landscape with Native plants?
Native plants are easy to grow and maintain because they are well adapted to our soils and climate. Plants
native to our state will thrive in your yard without synthetic fertilizers or pesticides. Thanks to their extensive
root systems, native plants, once established, will require less water than non-native plants.
Landscaping with native plants not only lowers water use; it improves water quality. Native plants are much
more effective than lawn grass at slowing down storm water and filtering out chemicals contained within it.
The deep roots of many native species are able to absorb, hold, and gradually release this water—water that
would otherwise rush into nearby bodies of water, eroding banks and delivering pollution.
By landscaping with native plants you will attract butterflies, birds, and other beneficial organisms to your yard
and provide them with the food and habitat they need to thrive. With increasing development and the
disappearance of natural habitat, our yards and rural properties become crucial to the survival of native species.

Planning, Planting and Caring for a Native Plant Garden
Planning
Mixing plants of different heights, bloom colors, and foliage textures in odd-numbered groupings can produce
an aesthetically pleasing garden and attract pollinators to the area. Consider choosing a variety of plants that
bloom at different times to ensure summer-long beauty and various food sources and shelter for birds, beneficial insects and wildlife.
Planting
Once you have determined which plants will do best on
your site, prepare the soil by removing any unwanted
vegetation, including roots, to eliminate competition
and crowding. If needed, amend the soil with organic
materials such as shredded leaves or compost. Native
plants perform best when planted after the last killing
frost in spring through early fall. Plants need time to get
established and store energy in their roots before their
first winter. The general rule for spacing perennials is to
plant them 12 inches apart.

Caring
Native plants (even the drought-resistant ones) must be watered during their first
growing season to ensure their roots become well established. The best way to water
your new native perennials is with long soakings in the morning. This ensures that
moisture soaks farther into the soil and encourages deeper root growth. Watering in the morning also allows water to evaporate off the
leaves during the day, reducing moisture-related foliage damage.

How healthy is your lakeshore property?
Protecting your lake is more than not using phosphorous
based fertilizer and picking up pet waste. It is sharing the
space with all of the wildlife that calls the lake and surrounding land home.

•

Have you or the previous owner removed the majority
of trees and installed lawn instead?

•

Have you created a huge artificial beach?

•

Do you remove all of your aquatic plants?

•

Are you considering tearing down the older and
smaller cottage and rebuilding with a larger building
that takes up almost all of the lot space?

Which one is your property?

Don't have much space or funds to make changes?
"Not everyone can do everything but everyone can do something"

Read the Shoreland Stewards Program Guide, watch
the videos, take the survey to learn more how you can make
changes (or NOT make certain changes too) to ensure you
are doing your part in protecting your lake.

https://www.mishorelinepartnership.org/shoreland-stewards.html

