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Working toward greater harmony with our natural resources.

Otsego Conservation District Mission
The mission of the Otsego Conservation District (OCD) is to assist the people
of Otsego County in the wise use and management of their natural resources,
for a healthy environment and sustained economic growth.

Fall Forestry Report
YOUR LAND, YOUR WATER
YOUR MICHIGAN
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Gaylord, MI 49735
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Salvaging Forest

Joellen Saugrich, Conservation District Forester

Has your forest been affected by a forest pest or disease? How about fire? Well, if so,
there may be a way to salvage the wood. You often hear about forest health and fire risk in a
forest, but what happens to a forest that has already been affected by these disasters. Foresters
BOARD OF DIRECTORS and loggers use salvage cutting when referring to the removal of timber affected by a specific
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event. This cutting typically involved lower quality wood as the trees are often cracked, bent,
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burned, or full of holes.
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The most important part of a salvage cut is the timing. Trees that have been
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affected by an event such as wind, fire, or pest and disease can still be susceptible to root and
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staining. This staining is caused by a fungus called Blue Stain that bark beetles carry. Conifers
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are often affected in the growing season by these bark beetles and beetles that bore into the
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wood of the affected trees and then move on to the healthy trees in the area. When this rot and
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stain set in the wood becomes no longer useable.
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Not every salvage cut is the same, so landowners must understand that this
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may not be possible in each situation. These jobs are typically for lower quality lumber which
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has less value, meaning it may not be financially viable for loggers. Having a management
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plan in place can be beneficial as it helps outline the property goals and objectives.
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For more information on forest management and forest health, call Joellen Saugrich,
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Conservation
District Forester, at (989)732-4021.
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Forestry Assistance Program
Fiscal Year 2021 Accomplishments

Amber Fleming
CATI Program Assistant
Robert A. Fousek
CTAI Engineer

District Forester
jsaugrich@otsegocountymi.gov ✓ Nearly 100 site visits with landowners
✓ Nearly 5000 acres in landowner site visits
✓ Over 200 new landowner contacts

Fall Tree Sale Fundraiser
Friday , October 1, and 2, 2021
Preorders are due by September 17, 2021

See inside for
information and
order form

Conservation Planning Helps Improve
Farm Productivity
Whether you rent or own your
land, a conservation plan is
critical to maintain and improve
farm productivity. Plans of any kind are important as they set
goals and outline how to reach them. Conservation plans are
roadmaps for improving your operation while conserving
natural resources. They provide proven strategies that
landowners can use to solve identified natural resource
concerns and take advantage of conservation opportunities.
USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service can help you
develop a conservation plan. This technical assistance from
NRCS is free, and it can help you reduce soil loss from
erosion, solve issues with soil, air and water quality, reduce
potential damage from excess water and drought, enhance the
quality of wildlife habitat, address waste management
concerns, and improve the long-term sustainability of the
country’s natural resources.
How does conservation planning work? You’ll meet with a
planner from NRCS for a science-based evaluation of your
problems and opportunities on your land. The NRCS staff
member, often a district conservationist or conservation
planning technician, then analyzes the findings and
recommends the best strategies to address your problems and
achieve valuable opportunities.
If you’re interested in conservation planning, contact your
Gaylord Service Center- USDA Service Center at 231-5336450 ext. 3 or visit nrcs.usda.gov.
Monica Caster
District Conservationist
USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service
(231)-533-6450 ext. 3

121 E. Mitchell St., Gaylord, MI 49735
989-732-7444
www.otsego.michiganfarmbureau.com

Recycling in Otsego County
Otsego County Recycling is doing exceptionally well this
year. Residents have been increasing their efforts, especially
in the summer months. We are recycling over 100 tons a
month. An astounding job fellow recyclers!
I have talked with a few residents that have said they are
enjoying the convenience of American Waste/GFL
Environmental’s single stream recycling. I have also
enjoyed answering questions on recycling properly, it
shows recyclers are serious about our environmental impact.
Recycling can be tricky, like GFL Environmental
recycling of Styrofoam. This is a great addition to Otsego
County’s recycling program. However, they do not take
packing peanuts. Packing peanuts cause the sorting
machine to jam. They also make a hug mess flying all over
the place at the recycling sites when the bins are emptied
Pak Mail in Otsego County will take clean, undamaged
packing peanuts to reuse. Just make sure to call them before
bringing them in to make sure they are able to take them at
that time.
Here are some helpful tips on recycling plastic
containers and their plastic lids. Plastic containers that can
be quickly rinsed out, like milk jugs, or single use plastic
cups should be dry before putting the cap or plastic lid back
on. This insures that they will not mold and the cap is more
likely to be recycled. The sorting machine cannot process
anything less than 2” in diameter. Containers and lids of
the same materials can be kept together. Do not crush
containers, it makes it harder for the sorting machine to do
its job. Some other inquiries included, how to clean your
recyclables and not have water waste. Some people find it
convenient to wash their recyclables out when doing their
dishes. They fill their sink with soap and water, clean their
dishes and recyclables, placing them to dry and then put the
caps on and put them in the recycling to be taken to the
recycling sites. This cuts down on time and water.
Finally, as a reminder it is illegal to leave items outside
the recycling containers. This act is considered littering and/
or illegal dumping. It costs everyone in the county when we
have to pay to remove the dumped items and have them
deposed of properly. If you see anyone dumping please get
their license plate and report it. Thank you.
Otsego County residents pay for this program through the
Otsego County recycling millage. For more information on
how to recycle properly visit www.otsegocd.org/recycling.
By Tara Jans
Recycling Coordinator
Questions? Call (989)732-4021
or email: tjans@otsegocountymi.gov

Forestry Programs
There are many available
programs that can benefit a
forestland owner. The Forestry
Assistance Program (FAP) is grant
funded through the Michigan Department of Agriculture and
Rural Development. The District Forester can provide
information to landowners regarding timber management,
forest health, wildlife habitat, tree planting, cost-shares, taxexemption programs, and more. If you would like assistance
to reach your forest goals, feel free to call our office to
schedule a site evaluation from the district forester.
The Qualified Forest Program (QFP) is a tax-savings
program for forested properties of 20 acre or more. Eligible
non-homestead properties can save up to 18 mills on their
school operating tax. In return, landowners must manage
their land sustainably for timber, wildlife habitat, and
improvement of non-timber resources.
Learn more at michigan.gov/QFP.
The Michigan Tree Farm Program is an opportunity
for landowners who are committed to sustainably managing
their forest for wood, water, wildlife, and
recreation. Enrolled properties get access to
information and tools for managing their
land, including periodic visits and advice
from a Tree Farm inspector. You also get
the coveted Tree Farm sign to hang at your
property!

To learn how you could benefit from these
programs and more, contact District Forester,
Joellen Saugrich, today at (989)732-4021 or
jsaugrich@otsegocountymi.gov

2021-2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Office Hours: Mon.—Fri. 8 am-4:30 pm
989-732-4021 ~ www.otsegocd.org
We’re always adding to our calendar; visit
our website for updates throughout the year
September 6
September 9

Office Closed Labor Day
Conservation District Board Meeting
9 am Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center
September 17 Fall Tree Sale Pre-orders Due
October 1-2
Fall Tree Sale, Nature Center
October 11
Office Closed ~ Columbus Day
October 14
Conservation District Annual Meeting, 9 am
Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center
November 2
Office Closed ~ Election Day
November 11 Office Closed ~ Veteran’s Day
November n/a Conservation District Board Meeting
9 am Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center
November 25 Office Closed ~ Happy Thanksgiving
December 10 Conservation District Board Meeting
9 am Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center
December 24 Office Closed ~ Merry Christmas
December 31 Office Closed ~ New Year
January 13
Conservation District Board Meeting
9 am Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center
January 17
Office Closed ~ MLK Birthday
February 21
Office Closed ~ President’s Day
In late February 2022, we will begin seeding
native plants for the 2022 season.
Volunteers are needed and appreciated!

Thank You!
To the volunteers and donors who generously
give their time, talents and financial support .
Thanks to our volunteers, we were still able to plant
thousands of native plants in our Native Plant Nursery at
our Seed Planting event. We especially appreciate the
individuals and groups who have collaborated with us to
make a difference in our community by helping plant
Michigan native plant seeds. Thank you so very much to
all of you who volunteer You are so extremely valuable
and we are grateful.

Forest for Fish

Joellen Saugrich, District Forester

Otsego County has over 90 inland lakes
and is home to the headwaters of 5 major
rivers. This makes managing the forest
along these banks even more essential.
How is managing forest important for
water ways and lakes you might ask?
Well, Trees can be an essential part of a
water system, providing shade to the water keeping it cool.
These same trees provide erosion control to banks and even if a
dead branch falls off it provides shelter for fish.

•
•
•
•
•

What steps can you take to protect these forest?
Contacting your local EGLE office or Soil Erosion
Office to inquire about proper permitting.
Contact a local biologist, forester or other natural
resource professional for advice.
Planting trees and shrubs along the bank to provide shade
and erosion control.
Making sure to follow Best Management Practices.
Leaving dead trees that are not a hazard to fall into
the water naturally.

MAEAP Highlights for
Otsego County
2020-2021

Chris Anderson, MEAP Technician

To say the last year and a half has been a trying time for all
is a huge understatement. However other than a few months
of not being able to go out to farms, MAEAP has soldiered on.
Things have been a bit slower for MAEAP in our area and
statewide, but now we are recovering and starting to get some
farms new to the program verified. Also, we are starting to get
caught up on the reverifications for the farms verified 5 years
or more ago. I wanted to just report a few updates to the
program this year.


This is the year for reauthorization for the funding
source for MAEAP. MAEAP has been around for over
20 years. However, periodically the funding has to be
renewed. Currently there is a bill in the Michigan
Legislature that will continue to fund our program. This
is expected to pass in the next few months.


And the biggest news is that the program has
achieved it’s 6,000th system verification in the state.
This is another huge milestone. There are still more
farms out there that could be in this beneficial program.

MAEAP is a confidential, voluntary, and free
environmental verification program. There is no cost for a site
visit. We cover agriculture of all sizes and all commodities.
For more information on Forest for Fish check out their
We even verify forests, wetlands, and wildlife habitats for
website https://www.forestsforfish.org/ or call the conservation landowners. If you have any questions or want to have me out
district for information on natural resource professionals at
to your farm or property please contact me, Chris Anderson, at
(231) 582-6193.
(989)-732-4021

Elaine Green

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

To all residents of the Otsego Conservation District,
notice is hereby given that on October 14, 2021 at 9 a.m., in
the Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center, Gaylord, MI, an
annual meeting will be held. The District will be conducting
an election to elect two directors. Larry Nowak and Bill
Blanzy are seeking reelection. On August 30, 2021, being
forty-five days prior to the date of the annual meeting,
absentee ballots will be available at 800 Livingston Blvd.,
Suite 4A, Gaylord or by calling (989) 732-4021, 8-4:30 p.m.,
Monday–Friday. If you are interested in being on the board of
directors, contact the Otsego Conservation District office.
A Conservation District is an entity of state
government with statutory powers and responsibilities to
carry out conservation programs and encourage wise land
management. As locally elected public officials, directors are
responsible for the operation and management of the
conservation district. All residents concerned with natural
resource issues are encouraged to attend the meeting.
Larry Nowak is a 73 year resident of Otsego County
and has been farming for over 30 years. He is passionate
about soil conservation and enjoys serving his county.
Mr. Nowak has also served on the Otsego County Farm
Bureau board for 12 years.
Bill Blanzy was born in Grayling in 1945 and grew
up in Gaylord. He has lived here on and off for years. He has
been raising cattle for about 30 years. When he took over
livestock farming from his father he started rotational grazing
which has been a successful venture compared to harvesting
wheat from his 160 acers. He has also rejuvenated his
property through practicing forest management and planting
over 10,000 trees. Mr. Blanzy supports the mission of the
Conservation District.

OTSEGO CONSERVATION DISTRICT
Statement of Revenues, Expenditures &
Changes in Fund Balance
General Fund for the Year Ended September 30, 2020
Revenue

2019-2020

State Grants

$178,957.75

Contribution from Local Units

$23,644.64

Charges for Services

$23,445.76

Soil Erosion

$22,707.00

Recycling

$19,391.33

Interest, Rentals and Donations

$543.04

Plat Book Sales & Ads

$22,336.19

Tree Sale

$45,274.20

Native Plant Nursery

$18,625.86

Other Revenue
Total Revenue
Expenditures (By Activity)

$742.22
$355,667.99

281 Operation

$156,549.94

289 Soil Erosion
281 Recycling Program

$1,359.68
$5,292.16

295.954 Native Plant Nursery

$4,850.44

281.952 Plat Book
286 Forester
296 CTAI -Engineer
288 CTAI –Program Assistant
Total Expenditures

$10,104.68
$64,368.00
$67,180.00
$36,184.70
$345.889.60

Budget Balance
Beginning Fund Balance
Ending Fund Balance

-$9,778.39
$10,660.90
-$882.51

Tree-mendous Joke Corner
Q: What did the trees wear to the pool
party?
A: Swimming trunks
Q: How can you tell the
ocean is friendly?
A: It waves

Annual Report Year in Review
Forestry Assistance Programs

Yoga-45 of Gaylord

Girl Scout Tree Badge (May 2021)
The conservation district enjoyed joining
the Girl Scouts of Northern Michigan in
earning their Tree promise badge. This
tree promise set out to plant 5 million
trees in 5 years, in the hopes of helping
wildlife and easing the effects of climate
change. Joellen Saugrich, Conservation
District Forester, Jack Marlette, OCD
Director, Dylan Parker, Chippewa CD Forester, and Dakoda
Lobert, Hydrolake Forester, assisted
nearly 40 girl scouts in planting trees
and wildlife shrubs out at the Groen
Preserve in Otsego County. These
professionals helped teach the girls
about how to determine the age of
trees, natural competition in forest
systems, and the parts of a tree.
Together they were able to plant
nearly 200 trees and shrubs. The
Conservation District would like to thank the Girl Scouts for
the opportunity to join in this mission.

Experiencing the tranquility of the gardens, Yoga– 45 has
taken the opportunity to
meet for yoga classes.
Please check out their
class scheduled on their
website yoga-45.com or
call 989-350-4660 for
more information.

Activities in the Demonstration
Garden for 2021
Otsego Conservation Demonstration Garden
25 years, the Otsego County Demonstration Garden and
Conservation Forest has
been a place for the public
to observe and learn about
the beauty of nature.
Visitors of all ages have
enjoyed the wide variety of
educational opportunities
that can only be found in
such a unique setting. With the nature center, facilities, and
driveway being handicap assessable, the gardens become a
great place for our community to come together in nature to
learn and have fun.
The gorgeous flowers in bloom, landscaping, and
pavilion create a lovely spot
for
weddings,
family
gatherings, small concerts,
family photos, or group
educational classes. Call our
office for details and
scheduling.

Family Garden Program
Otsego Conservation District (OCD) community garden helps
support the community by suppling raised
beds and other available spaces to rent. It
is $25.00 pre bed for residents to growing
there fruits, flowers and veggies. The
program is all about getting the community
involved in being outdoors, as well as
support practical application on gardening
for those in need of a space. MSU
Extension and Otsego County’s Junior
Master Gardener (JMG) 4-H Club take
advantage of this program, as well
as local community members, and
organizations such as the North
Country Community Mental Health
(NCCMH). The Girl Scouts used
their talents to create a checker
board table and checker pieces.
They donated it to the children's garden area to add a fun and
playful experience for children and adults who visit and enjoy
the gardens.
Otsego County Library, StoryWalk
This is a wonderful way to spend time with your kids,
enjoying the great outdoors while
learning and exercising. StoryWalk
is a partnership between the Otsego
County Library and the Otsego
Conservation District, combining
literacy with nature and physical
activity.
This year the Otsego
County Library was able to upgrade their story boards through
grants and donations from Barking
Dog, Otsego Wildlife Legacy
Society (OWLS), and Friends of
the Library. This program is for
all ages. For more information
check out Otsego County Library
Website Otsego.Lib.Mi.Us

Annual Report Year In Review (cont.)
Community Outreach Programs 2021
Spring and Fall Tree Sales (April, May and October)
Over 504 customers purchased trees, shrubs, and plants
ready for planting this last spring.
The 2021 fall tree sale will consist
of native plants and conifers. Any
shrubs that will be available our
being supplied by our nursery this
year. An order form is included in
this report and is due on September
17, and all sales are done on a first come first serve bases.
From 1999 to 2021 the
Otsego Conservation District
tree sale has been responsible
for the distribution of 1,001,080
evergreens primarily in Otsego
County, but across Northern
Michigan and the entire state.
Add to that the number of hardwoods, fruit trees, wildlife
shrubs, woodland plants and small fruits sold and the total
jumps to more than 1,368,441 sold due to our efforts.
Not only is the tree sale a fund raiser for the Otsego
District, but it serves our mission of assisting the people of
Otsego County in the wise use and management of their
natural resources, for a health environment and sustained
economic growth.
Otsego County Household Hazardous Waste and Scrap
Tire Drop Off (May & August)
In May we collected 56,145 lbs. pounds of hazardous
waste. Many thanks to the volunteers and staff who made
this happen for Otsego County. We continue to be astonished
and proud of the level of recycling participation in Otsego
County.
Thanks to a special grant from
the Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and
Energy, OCD will conducted a
Scrap Tire Clean Up Program
on August 28th, 2021. We have
had great success in the past and are certain we are making a
difference. The scrap tire collection is in conjunction with
our second Otsego County’s hazardous waste collection for
this year, and an electronics waste/e-waste collection which
will be taking laptops, computer monitors, TV’s, and
printers.
Stay informed on 2022 Household Hazardous Waste Day
via Facebook, otsegocd.org, or by joining our mailing list for
Spring 2022.

Native Plant Open House (June)
On June 5, the Otsego Conservation District’s Native Plant
Nursery opened to the public for the season. More than 50 species
of native perennials were available at this event. This year, we
have provided plants for several large-scale restoration projects as
well as for home gardeners who wish to add to their plant
collection or for riparian buffers along water property. A nice
selection remains for purchase for optimum fall planting.
Visit our Native Plant Nursery at 459 Livingston Blvd, Gaylord.

9th Annual Art in the Garden Festival (June)
June 26th was not the ideal weather, for our 9th Annual
Art in the Garden Festival, in fact it rained all day. However,
we had a nice number of people brave the weather and join us
for the free event. Art in the Garden
Festival features local artists and
their work, live music, and outdoorbased educational workshops like
composting, a hike in the forest,
stepping stones, seed bombs,
scavenger hunt and butterfly wings
for children and adults.
Visitors enjoyed the Demonstration Garden in full color,
with treats provided by JCC Youth. Talented local musicians
Sandra Kennedy, Jakey Thomas, Talatis and Jans and Brian
and Sara Peterson filled the garden with their unique sounds
and beautiful music.
Many thanks to the businesses, organizations and
individuals who supported the event, especially those who
contributed to the silent auction.
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If you wish to be removed/added to our mailing list or
prefer to have your newsletter sent by email, please call
989-732-4021 or email tjans@otsegocountymi.gov

Friends
of the
Garden

Consider Becoming A Member
The garden has become a valuable green space and educational preserve
within the community with hundreds of visitors each year for 24 years.
Our vision for the garden is to invite YOU to become part of its future.
Through Friends of the Garden, we can be certain our garden
continues to grow. Whether you wish to dig right in and help
volunteer with various projects at the garden, provide insight and
ideas at meetings, or offer a monetary gift to show your support, we
welcome and appreciate your interest.
As a “thank you” for becoming part of Friends of the Garden, enjoy 10%
off your purchases from the Otsego Conservation District and a native
plant grown from our nursery! Please call the Otsego Conservation
District office at 732-4021 for a brochure and more information.

To learn more about the demonstration garden visit
www.otsegocd.org and click on the Gardens button.

Funding the
Future.

Looking for a beautiful
venue for your
upcoming event?
The Otsego County
Demonstration Garden,
amphitheater and Education
Center are available at
reasonable rates for
weddings, family gatherings,
meetings and more.
Please call the Otsego
Conservation District at
(989)732-4021
for information.

Give a gift that keeps giving!

The Otsego Conservation District has an endowment
fund through the Otsego County Community Foundation
so we may continue to offer educational opportunities to
our residents for years to come. If you would like to give a
gift that keeps on giving please call the
Community Foundation at 989-731-0597 for details.

OCD board meetings are open to the public and held on the second Thursday of the month at 9 a.m.
in the Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center, 800 Livingston Blvd., Gaylord
All programs and services of the Conservation District and NRCS prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or familial status.

