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Fall Forestry Report
Helping Michigan’s Song Birds
Joellen Saugrich, Conservation District Forester

Wildlife management comes in many forms, whether you are looking to manage for game or
non-game species. Michigan’s forests have a large diverse population of birds that need a wide range of
forest ecosystems to thrive. Unsustainable and in some cases a lack of management can result in
uniform forest with a lack of structural complexity. Forest bird populations across North America have
declined by roughly 1.2 billion birds, although waterfowl have seen an increase due to conservation
efforts. This decline means fewer species and a decrease in forest pest control. Song birds are often
overlooked when it comes to forest management including: Chestnutsided Warbler (Setophaga pensylvanica), Eastern Whip-poor-will
(Antrostomus vociferous), Black-throated Blue Warbler (Setophaga
caerulescens), Black-throated Green Warbler (Setophaga virens),
Blackburnian Warbler (Setophaga fusca), and Swainson’s Thrush
(Catharus ustulatus).
Chestnut-sided Warbler (Setophaga pensylvanica) are found in
hardwood dominated, young, and dense forest that have a shrubby
regeneration. These birds nest in the dense branches of tree saplings in the understory, and sing in the
mid-story canopy.
Eastern Whip-poor-will (Antrostomus vociferous) are found in dry open
hardwood dominated forest with a small conifer component. They prefer open areas
where they can nest directly on the round with leaf litter, around clearing edges.
Continues on page 3.

Forestry Assistance Program
Fiscal Year 2022 Accomplishments
District Forester
jsaugrich@otsegocountymi.gov
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Nearly 100 site visits with landowners
Nearly 5000 acres in landowner site visits
Over 200 new landowner contacts

Fall Tree Sale Fundraiser
Friday , October 7 & Saturday October 8 , 2022
Preorders are due by September 16, 2022

See inside for
information and
order form

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
Gaylord Field Office Servicing Otsego, Crawford, and
Roscommon Counties Please Welcome Ryan Wysocki
New District Conservationist
,

I was born and raised in Saline, MI. I went to college at Grand
Valley State University in Grand Rapids Michigan, where I obtained
a BS in Natural resource management with a minor in biology and an
emphasis on wildlife management. After graduating college, I moved
to the UP and worked as a Conservation District CTAI Soil
Conservationist assisting the Natural Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS) with conservation planning in the beautiful central and
western half Michigan’s Upper Peninsula.
From there I headed west to work for NRCS as a Resource
conservationist in the South Bend, WA Field Office
covering Pacific County in coastal SW Washington.
My time in Washington was spent working and
recreating in the scenic forests, mountains, and coastal
areas of the PNW. I had lots of wonderful experiences
working with forestland owners and cranberry farmers
on the WA coast.
NRCS Offers Technical and financial assistance is
available through the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
for landowners wishing to implement conservation practices on their
land.
Popular Conservation Practices NRCS provides funding for includes:
• Tree Plantings for Reforestation & Wildlife Habitat
• Wildflower Seedings for Pollinator Habitat
• Cover Crops on Cropland for Soil Health
• Hoops Houses for Crop Season
Extension
• Forest
Management Plans
• On-Farm Energy
Audits
• Fencing &
Watering Systems
for Prescribed
Grazing
• Pasture Seedings
• Invasive Species
Removal

Buying Smart for the Environment
As we all know a great way to help keep the environment clean
is to recycle. When we recycle we reduce waste going to the
landfills and combustion facilities, we conserve natural resources,
like timber, water and minerals, we help Michigan’s economic
growth by creating jobs, and we prevent pollution by reducing the
need to collect new raw materials. Another way we can impact
our environment is by buying smart. It is great way to reduce trash
and minimizing the types of materials we are recycling like single
use plastics.
If you are interested in buying smart somethings to consider
before buying are: is part or all of this product made from
recycled material, what type of packaging does this product come
in, when I’m done with this product is it recyclable, or is this
company I’m purchasing from a green company or are they green
washing?
Some products I have found that are made from recycled
materials are paper, you can purchase different percentages of
recycled paper, but most paper is made from 30% recycled
materials. Home and Garden makes a 30% recycled material
shower curtain. Mohawk Home makes different styles of 100%
polyester (EverStrand PET) recycled area rugs. Some websites
like The Grove have cleaning products that have glass reusable
cleanable bottles and glass refills that can be recycled or the
website Mightynest that has Natural Bamboo Strip Bandages,
made to be 100% biodegradable, and comes in a cardboard
package that is recyclable.
When changing over to more environmental conscious products
remember you don’t have to do it all at once. Take your time and
make sure it works for your life style. Please reach out if you
have any question on recycling or ideas on finding products that
are sustainable and environmentally friendly.
By Tara Jans
Recycling Coordinator
Questions? Call (989)732-4021
or email: tjans@otsegocountymi.gov
Questions? Call (989)732-4021

Forestry Programs
The Forestry Assistance Program (FAP) is grant funded
through the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural
Development. This program is
FREE to landowners. This
program allows the District
Forester to provide information
to landowners regarding timber
management, forest health,
wildlife habitat, tree planting,
cost-shares, tax-exemption programs, and more. If you would like
assistance to reach your forest goals, feel free to call our office to
schedule a site evaluation from the district forester.
The Qualified Forest Program (QFP) is a tax-savings
program for forested properties of 20 acre or more. Eligible nonhomestead properties can save up to 18 mills on their school
operating tax. In return, landowners must manage their land
sustainably for timber, wildlife habitat, and improvement of nontimber resources.
Learn more at michigan.gov/QFP.
The Michigan Tree Farm Program is
an opportunity for landowners who are
committed to sustainably managing their
forest for wood, water, wildlife, and
recreation. Enrolled properties get access to
information and tools for managing their
land, including periodic visits and advice
from a Tree Farm inspector. You also get
the coveted Tree Farm sign to hang at your
property!
To learn how you could benefit from these programs and
more, contact District Forester,
Joellen Saugrich, today at (989)732-4021 or
jsaugrich@otsegocountymi.gov

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Office Hours: Mon.—Fri. 8 am-4:30 pm
989-732-4021 ~ www.otsegocd.org
We’re always adding to our calendar; visit our
website for updates throughout the year
September 5
September 6
September 8
September 13
September 16
September 17
September 20
September 26
September 27
October 7-8
October 10
October 13
November 8
November 11
November n/a
November 24

Office Closed Labor Day
Backyard Conservation Workshop
Conservation District Board Meeting
9 am Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center
Backyard Conservation Workshop
Fall Tree Sale Pre-orders Due
Invasive Species Workshop
Backyard Conservation Workshop
Fall Tour of Accomplishments
Backyard Conservation Workshop
Fall Tree Sale, Nature Center
Office Closed ~ Indigenous People Day
Conservation District Annual Meeting, 9 am
Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center
Office Closed ~ Election Day
Office Closed ~ Veteran’s Day
Conservation District Board Meeting
9 am Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center
Office Closed ~ Happy Thanksgiving

Thank You!
To the volunteers and donors who generously
give their time, talents and financial support.
Thanks to our volunteers, for helping plant thousands of native
plants in our Native Plant Nursery and assisting with the
packing of hundreds of seedlings during our seedling fundraiser.
We especially appreciate the individuals and groups who have
collaborated with us to make a difference in our community by
helping restore and refurbish the Demonstration Garden.
Thank you so very much to all of you who volunteered.

D’s Honda Sales & Service
2516 M-32 W.
Alpena, MI 49707
Phone:
1-989-356-6317

Fax:
1-989-356-3032

Don Deanna Dean Dennis Tyler
www.dshondasales.com

Helping Michigan’s Song Birds (Cond.)
Joellen Saugrich, District Forester

Black-throated Blue Warbler
(Setophaga caerulescens) are found in
mixed wood forest with a dense shrub
understory with their next being found
in the understory and them singing in
the midstory.
Black-throated Green Warbler
(Setophaga virens) are found in
mixedwood forest that have components of hemlock or pine for
nesting. Typically their nest are found between 3-10ft above ground in
saplings in the understory with them
singing in the midstory.
Blackburnian Warbler (Setophaga
fusca) are found in softwoods with
components of spruce, hemlock, or
white pine. They need a wide age class
of trees with an intact canopy. They
build their nest and sing in the
overstory level.
Swainson’s Thrush (Catharus
ustulatus) are found in softwood
forest that have a dense understory.
They nest in the understory with them
singing in the midstory. They also
need native fruit bearing plants to
thrive.
These are just a few of the bird species
that can be managed for. For more information on managing for forest
birds check out their website Forestry for Michigan Birds - Michigan
Audubon or call the conservation district forester at (989)-732-4021.

MAEAP Highlights for Otsego County
2021-2022
Chris Anderson, MAEAP Technician

As another fiscal year comes to a close the MAEAP train keeps on
chugging along. As of the writing of this article we have 6,255
verifications between farms and forests, wetlands, and habitat. This
has been another good year for new farm verifications. We do have
a tremendous amount of farm systems that need to be reverified
under the 5 year rotation and that is what will be concentrated on for
the next program year. While we didn’t have any new verifications
in Otsego County this year, we did have 8 in the other 3 counties that
I cover (Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Emmet). And that includes one
farm that was verified in all 4 systems (Farmstead, Cropping,
Livestock, and Forest, Wetland, and Habitat). That is a huge
accomplishment for a producer. Last year was a good year and next
year will be even busier with much more to accomplish.
MAEAP is a confidential, voluntary, and free environmental
verification program. There is no cost for a site visit. We cover
agriculture of all sizes and all commodities. We even verify forest,
wetlands, and habitat for landowners. If you have any questions or
want to have me out to your
farm or property please contact
me, Chris Anderson, at (231)
582-6193.

Liz Harding
Sales/Owner
(989) 731-2003
2234 M-32 West
Gaylord, MI 49735
lizliz@hometownflooringdesign.com
BUS. (989) 348-5412
FAX (989) 348-2500

AJD FOREST PRODUCTS
P.O. BOX 629 ● 4 MILE ROAD AT I-75
GRAYLING, MICHIGAN 49738
www.ajdforestproducts.com

Elaine Green

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING

OTSEGO CONSERVATION DISTRICT

To all residents of the Otsego Conservation District, notice is
hereby given that on October 13, 2022 at 9 a.m., in the MultiPurpose Room, Alpine Center, Gaylord, MI, an annual meeting will
be held. The District will be conducting an election to elect two
directors. Jack Marlette is seeking reelection, Marlette is a 10-year
resident of Otsego County. He has 4 acres where he added a
riparian buffer to protect against soil erosion, and loss of habitat.
The riparian buffer also improves water quality. He believes in the
mission of the Conservation District. He has stated, “I believe in
conservation efforts, protecting environmental integrity for future
generations, habit for wildlife and natural resources. We all must
do our part.”
The district is looking to fill an open director position. If you are
interested in being on the board of directors, contact the Otsego
Conservation District office. On August 29, 2022, being forty-five
days prior to the date of the annual meeting, absentee ballots will be
available at 800 Livingston Blvd., Suite 4A, Gaylord or by calling
(989) 732-4021, 8:00am-4:30 pm., Monday–Friday.
A Conservation District is an entity of state government with
statutory powers and responsibilities to carry out conservation
programs and encourage wise land management. As locally elected
public officials, directors are responsible for the operation and
management of the conservation district. All residents concerned
with natural resource issues are encouraged to attend the meeting.

General Fund for the Year Ended September 30, 2021

Engineering ● Surveying
Materials Testing
989-732-3584
www.wadetrim.com

Statement of Revenues, Expenditures &
Changes in Fund Balance
General Fund
Revenue
State Grants
Contribution from Local Units
Charges for Services
Soil Erosion
Recycling
Tree Sale
Native Plant Nursery
Total Revenue

2020-2021
$189,778
$43,047
$9,532
$28,731
$29.906
$58,067
$21,527
$380,588

Expenditures (By Activity)
281 Operation
289 Soil Erosion
281 Recycling Program
295.954 Native Plant Nursery
286 Forester
288 CTAI Program Assistant
296 CTAI -Engineer
Total Expenditures

$162,622
$1,639
$7,050
$7,832
$68,000
$51,900
$69,878
$368,921

Excess of Revenues Over Expenditures
Beginning Fund Balance
Ending Fund Balance

$11,667
$77,876
$89,543

Annual Report Year in Review
Forestry Assistance
Programs
Fruit Tree Workshop (2022)
Partnering with MSU Horticulturalist
Nate, Conservation District Forester,
Joellen Saugrich was able to provide
landowners with an opportunity to learn
about pruning techniques while also
getting hands on experiences.
Girl Scout Tree Badge (2022)
The conservation district
enjoyed joining the Girl Scouts
of Northern Michigan in earning
their Tree promise badge. This
tree promise set out to plant trees
in the hopes of helping wildlife
and easing the effects of climate
change. A special thanks to the
Groen Preserve for allowing us to plant
on the property.
Invasive Species Workshop (2022)
Partnering with Huron Pines ISNC
Shelby Bauer, the Conservation District
Forest Joellen Saugrich was able to hold
a workshop to help family forest owners
identify and treat invasive species.

Activities in the Demonstration
Garden for 2022
By Lyndsay Dalke, Education Specialist

Otsego Conservation Demonstration Garden
Great Lakes Energy and
the Otsego Community
Foundation awarded the
Otsego Conservation
District grants to renovate
and restore the
Conservation
Demonstration Garden.
The funding has been used
to repair the garden’s
pergola, replace broken arbors, install new interpretive signs,
restore gravel pathways, and replace
mulch throughout many areas in the
Gardens.
The Conservation Demonstration
Garden has been utilized
tremendously throughout the past 25
years whether it be a space to hold
educational programs and community
events, or have a peaceful afternoon
visiting with friends and family.

Thank you Girl Scouts and Jr. Master Gardeners
We want to give a big thanks to the Girl Scouts and the Jr. Master
Gardeners for their help with the renovation of our Demonstration
Garden. The Girl Scouts stained the benches, the viewing box in the
children’s garden, and more! The Jr. Master Gardeners planted some
beautiful flowers in the butterfly garden, as well as the raised beds
located in the children’s garden. Thank you both for all of your help
keeping our Garden beautiful!

Youth Conservation Day Camps
On July 19th, 20th, and 21st the Otsego Conservation District hosted
Youth Conservation Day Camps at the Demonstration Gardens. Local
children had the opportunity to explore the
natural world, learn about conservation, and
participate in fun, hands-on activities and
crafts. These activities included an animal
tracks scavenger hunt, crafting butterfly wings,
going on nature hikes and more! These camps
were free, thanks to the generosity of Kids
Outdoors
Otsego. All in
all, each child
was able to
leave with a craft to take home, a
nature journal, a fun day of memories,
and a head full of newly-learned facts.

15th Annual June Jans Memorial Concert
The 15th Annual June Jans Memorial Concert took place in
the Otsego Conservation District’s Demonstration Gardens on
Sunday, June 19th. The Fresh Fossils played a wonderful set to a
great crowd who were there to
dance, have a picnic, and just
enjoy the evening. The Fresh
Fossils raised $825 during the
event which they so generously
donated back to the Otsego
Conservation District. We are so
grateful for the support. Thank
you!

Annual Report Year In Review (cont.)
Community Outreach Programs 2022
Spring and Fall Tree Sales (May and October)
Otsego Conservation District Tree Sale Fundraiser: From 1999
to 2022 the Otsego Conservation District tree sale has been
responsible for the distribution of
1,020,180 evergreens in Otsego
County, as well as across Northern
Michigan and the entire state. Add to
that the number of hardwoods, fruit
trees, wildlife shrubs, woodland plants
and small fruits sold and the total
jumps to more than 1,395,844.
Not only is the tree sale a fund raiser for the
Otsego Conservation District, but it serves our
mission of assisting the people of Otsego County
in the wise use and management of their natural
resources, for a healthy environment
and sustained economic growth. An
order form is included in this report and
is due on September 16. All sales are
done on a first come first serve basis.

Otsego Recycling Program (May)
This past spring the Otsego Recycling Program joined in the
Family Fun Fair at the Gaylord
Middle School. This community
fair is a fun way to educate the
residents while crafting, having
physical activities, or supplying
hands on learning. The recycling
program this year focused on reuse
of single use plastic bottles and turning them in to art flowers for
decorating a room, with a focused discussion on reducing the use
of single use plastic, and how to reuse plastics in a variety of ways.

Otsego County Household Hazardous Waste Disposal,
Electronics and Scrap Tire Day (June)
In May we collected 72,634 pounds of hazardous waste.
Many thanks to the volunteers and staff who made this happen for
Otsego County. We are proud of the level of recycling
participation in Otsego County.
Thanks to a special grant from the Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and
Energy, OCD collected 1,279
scrap tires to be recycled. The
Scrap

Tire Clean Up Program has been a great success reducing dumping in our forests, streams, and lakes. The scrap tire collection was
in conjunction with our Otsego County’s hazardous waste collection on June 4 of this year, and an electronics waste/e-waste collection which collected laptops, computer monitors, phone, tablets
and printers for free. 134 TV’s were also accepted for a $5.00 fee.
Stay informed on 2023 Household Hazardous Waste Day via
Facebook, otsegocd.org, or by joining our mailing list for Spring
2023.

Native Plant Open House (June)
On June 11, the Otsego Conservation
District’s Native Plant Nursery opened to
the public for the season. More than 50
species of native perennials were
available at this event. This year, we have
provided plants for several large-scale
restoration projects as well as for home
gardeners who wish to add to their plant collection or for riparian
buffers along water front property. A nice selection remains for
purchase for optimum fall planting.. Visit our Native Plant
Nursery at 459 Livingston Blvd, Gaylord.

10th Annual Art in the Garden Festival (June)
We hosted our 10th Annual Art in the
Garden Festival on Saturday, June 25th
while also celebrating the 25th
Anniversary of the Demonstration
Garden & Conservation Forest. It was a
beautiful, warm summer day for the
event, and there was a fantastic crowd.
Art in the Garden Festival features local
artists and their work, live music, and outdoor-based educational
workshops including composting, a live Michigan Reptiles &
Amphibians Exhibit, a hike in the forest, a fish and forests
workshop, bee houses, a scavenger hunt and butterfly wings for
children and adults.
Visitors enjoyed the Demonstration Garden in full color, with
treats provided by JCC Youth. Talented local musicians Lee Anne
Whitman, Jakey Thomas, Talantis & Jans and Will Engelman filled
the garden with their unique sounds and beautiful music.
Many thanks to the businesses, organizations and individuals
who supported the event, especially those who contributed to the
silent auction.
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If you wish to be removed/added to our mailing list or
prefer to have your newsletter sent by email, please call
989-732-4021 or email tjans@otsegocountymi.gov

Friends
of the
Garden

Consider Becoming A Member
The garden has become a valuable green space and educational preserve
within the community with hundreds of visitors each year for 24 years.
Our vision for the garden is to invite YOU to become part of its future.
Through Friends of the Garden, we can be certain our garden
continues to grow. Whether you wish to dig right in and help
volunteer with various projects at the garden, provide insight and
ideas at meetings, or offer a monetary gift to show your support, we
welcome and appreciate your interest.
As a “thank you” for becoming part of Friends of the Garden, enjoy 10%
off your purchases from the Otsego Conservation District and a native
plant grown from our nursery! Please call the Otsego Conservation
District office at 732-4021 for a brochure and more information.

To learn more about the demonstration garden visit
www.otsegocd.org and click on the Gardens button.

Funding the
Future.

Looking for a beautiful
venue for your
upcoming event?
The Otsego County
Demonstration Garden,
amphitheater and Education
Center are available at
reasonable rates for
weddings, family gatherings,
meetings and more.
Please call the Otsego
Conservation District at
(989)732-4021
for information.

Give a gift that keeps giving!

The Otsego Conservation District has an endowment
fund through the Otsego County Community Foundation
so we may continue to offer educational opportunities to
our residents for years to come. If you would like to give a
gift that keeps on giving please call the
Community Foundation at 989-731-0597 for details.

OCD board meetings are open to the public and held on the second Thursday of the month at 9 a.m.
in the Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center, 800 Livingston Blvd., Gaylord
All programs and services of the Conservation District and NRCS prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or familial status.

