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I’m sure many of you have been hiking in the Pigeon River State
Forest, fishing in one of our many lakes, or snowmobiling along
Otsego counties many trails. Have you ever just paused to look
around and wondered what type of trees are around you? While
there are both conifer (evergreen) and deciduous (leafy) trees in
our county, you’re most likely to see the sugar maple. Sugar
maple trees are the predominate tree in the northern hardwood
forest type. Other species you’ll see mixed in with the sugar maple include red maple,
basswood, beech, elm, yellow birch, black cherry, eastern hemlock, aspen, ironwood, oak
and white pine. Of the major forest types that grow in northern Michigan, northern
hardwoods produce the most commercially-valuable timber. It is also provides habitat for a
number of wildlife species. So how is this valuable resource kept healthy? With proper
forest management!

Diane Bomer
District Forester

800 Livingston Blvd.
Suite 4A
Gaylord, MI 49735
(989) 732-4021
Fax: (989) 731-7480
facebook.com/otsegocd
www.otsegocd.org

Each forest type is managed differently. For northern hardwood stands, usually a selective
cut is used to remove the poorest quality trees, as well as high quality trees that will decline
in value before the next harvest. This leaves the best trees more growing space and
improves the genetic stock that will produce the next generation. In a typical harvest cycle,
about 1/3 of the volume of trees is removed every 20-40 years. If you have forestry related
questions or would like to know if it is time to harvest your acreage, give the conservation
district office a call. As the district forester, I can walk your property and give you free
technical advise on how to move forward with your forest management goals.

We can help improve the wildlife habitat of your land
with 65% reimbursement and free technical assistance
See inside for more information
Made possible through a partnership with the Otsego Wildlife Legacy Society

SEEDLING SALE &
SMALL FRUIT FUNDRAISER
May 4 &5; Preorders are due March 23rd.

See inside for a
pull-out booklet
and order form

Forestry Financial Assistance Programs Available

Diane Bomer
District Forester

Qualified Forest Program: Landowners owning between 20 and 640 acres who are not already
receiving a Homestead or Agricultural Exemption are eligible for the QFP program if they
demonstrate sustainable forest management. These landowners are awarded a net 16 mil
reduction on their School Operation Tax. Landowners are required to have a forest management
plan written by a Qualified Forester and they are expected to follow the harvest schedule outlined
in their forest management plan. There are no strict guidelines as to what has to be cut and when;
your management plan dictates the harvest practice. This program is meant to reward sustainable
forest management for landowners while also stimulating the forest economy.

Commercial Forest Program: The CF program is run by the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources. Landowners owning 40 or more contiguous forested acres who are not already receiving a Homestead or
Agricultural Exemption are eligible for the CF program. Landowners do not pay ad valorem general property taxes. Instead,
the landowner pays a specific tax of $1.25 per acre annually. The State of Michigan pays an additional $1.25 per acre on
behalf of the landowner to the county annually. In return for the tax reduction, landowners must be devoted to commercial
forest management by having a forest management plan written and harvesting timber as recommended by their plan.
Landowners are also required to allow foot traffic of hunters, trappers, and fishermen.
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS): NRCS can assist landowners who are interested in having a forest
management plan written for their property or to gain assistance in implementing a goal of their existing forest management
plan. Landowners work with the District Conservationist for their area. The forest management plans are written by a
qualified forester who is registered as a technical service provider (TSP).

Join us for these exciting
forestry workshops & events
Fruit Tree Pruning Workshop - February 10
(Saturday), 10am-2pm, Devereaux Memorial Library, Grayling
Learn how to properly care for your fruit trees. Horticulturists Diane
Brown and Nate Walton, will present a talk and demonstration of
proper pruning techniques. Presentation starts at the library and the
demonstration will be held at Wellington Farm. There is a fee to participate. Call for registration and price. Limit 30 participants.

Timber Tax & QFP Workshop– February 24
(Saturday), 10am-12pm, Devereaux Memorial Library, Grayling
Susan Metcalfe of Metcalfe Forestry will give a presentation about
how to save money on your timber harvests and operation taxes.
There is a $5.00 fee to participate. Call for registration.

Tree Selection and Planting Discussion - March 13 and 24
(Tuesday), 6pm-8pm, Roscommon
(Saturday), 1pm-3pm, Gaylord
Join forester Diane Bomer for a presentation about selecting the best
plants for your area, creating windbreaks, or attracting wildlife. We
will also talk about proper planting techniques to ensure your investment will survive. The workshop will also discuss forestry programs
such as the Qualified Forest Program, Tree Farm and MAEAP.

Forest Health for the Private Landowner - April 3
(Tuesday) 6pm-8pm Location TBA
Diane Bomer, Conservation District Forester and Julie Crick, MSU-E
Natural Resources Educator, will be hosting an informational meeting
on Oak Wilt, Beech Bark Disease and the Eyes on the Forest Program
for the public. They will cover topics including prevention, identification and treatments available.

Hunting Access Program (HAP)- May TBA
(Tuesday), 6pm-8pm, Jay’s Sporting Goods
Join DNR HAP Coordinator, Monique Ferris and District
Forester, Diane Bomer for an informative workshop on
enrolling in the HAP program. Bring your questions about
this program.
Tree Farm Field Day - May 19
(Saturday), time and location TBA
Join District Forester, Diane Bomer and MAEAP Technician
Chris Anderson for a fun filled day at the farm and in the forest.
Will meet requirements for Boy and Girl Scout badges. All ages
welcome. Call for registration.

Edible Landscapes - June 2nd
(Saturday), Otsego County Native Plant Garden and Greenhouse
11am at the Greenhouse
Join forester Diane Bomer for a presentation to learn about trees
and shrubs to plant to create your own edible backyard landscape.

Ties to the Land: Family Forest Ownership – July
Time and location TBA
Local workshop presenters from the natural resource, legal and
business sectors will provide the essential tools and resources that
help woodland owners make the decisions necessary to achieve
their objectives and pass their land to succeeding generations.
To RSVP, please call (989) 732-4021.

USDA-NRCS District
Conservationist
My first year as District Conservationist has come to an end and I
must say it has been pretty great! I had the opportunity to work with
many producers, and have been inspired by the conservation mindset that seems to permeate the area. It sure makes my job easy! I
was invited to speak at over 10 public outreach events and provided
environmental education to over 800 people. I increased financial
assistance to landowners by over 75%, a trend which is set to
continue into 2018.
I am working with many beginning farmers to
set up new grazing systems, hoop houses, and
dozens of acres of honeybee forage areas. On
forestland, over 100 acres of trees are set to be
planted in the spring, along with many acres of
wildlife habitat improvements. I’m looking
forward to meeting more of you and helping to
assist you in meeting your conservation goals.
Thank you for all that you do!
- Sharcy Ray, District Conservationist

Better Water Management for your Garden!
Hello Otsego County Residents! My name is Shane, and I am the
Engineer with the Otsego Conservation District. I work directly with
the USDA- NRCS, offering engineering technical assistance to
landowners. This winter, my work has focused on Micro Irrigation
Systems for fruit and vegetable growers. Micro Irrigation systems
can improve watering uniformity, conserve water, and produce a
higher yield of crop. Also, growers that use fertilizers or pesticides
have the ability to inject chemicals and fertilizer via the irrigation
system to their crops. NRCS approved micro irrigation systems are
typically equipped with pressure reducing valves, check valves, sand
filters to reduce emitter clogging, and if set up for chemical injection,
the system will need a backflow
preventer. Smaller micro
irrigation systems usually range
from $1,500 to $2,000. Producers
implementing a micro irrigation
system through the NRCS must
also provide record keeping of
your irrigation plan in the form of
Irrigation Water Management. If
you are a producer and have a
current resource concern
regarding water loss, soil erosion, or a runoff resource concern, a
micro irrigation system may be suitable for your land. Please call the
USDA- NRCS Service Center in Gaylord at 989-732-6526.

Metcalfe Forestry CO
--LOWER YOUR PROPERTY TAXES--

Qualified Forest & Commercial Forest Plans, Timber Taxes,
Timber Sale Set-up & Admin, Wildlife, Reforestation, Food Plots,
and more for those who love their land!
MI Registered Foresters, ACF, MAT, MFA, SAF
Tree Farm Inspectors & Representatives
Serving all of Northern Lower Michigan

Call us for info: (989) 348-3596

Hunting Access Program (HAP) leases land to provide new
hunting opportunities. HAP pays up to $15/acre for high quality
habitat and $25/acre rate for food plots. Landowners can select
from a variety of hunting options including all species, youth and
apprentice only, deer only, turkey only or small game only. In
order to be eligible for HAP, a parcel must be at least 40 acres in
size, 20% of which must be wildlife habitat (forest, wetland or
grassland) and capable of providing good opportunities for
hunting. Landowners do not have to live on the property or enroll
the entire parcel. Landowners may also choose to have a
mandatory check-in or a self-check in for hunters. State statute
provides liability protection to landowners enrolled in HAP.
HAP has been successfully providing hunting access to private
lands since 1977.
Tuesday, May -TBA | 6pm-8pm | Headwaters Room at Jay’s
Sporting Goods in Gaylord, MI
Join DNR HAP Director, Monique Ferris and District Forester,
Diane Bomer for an informative workshop on enrolling in the
HAP program. Call 989-732-4021 to register.

Wildlife Habitat Enhancement and
Food Plot
65% Cost-Share Programs
The Otsego Conservation District’s forester, Diane Bomer, is
available to provide free technical assistance for food plots and
wildlife habitat enhancement. She can provide information on what,
where and how to plant so you can attract the wildlife you want. We
also have a cost-share program available, sponsored by the Otsego
Wildlife Legacy Society. Call us and get started today.
Food Plot Program (1-2 acre limit)
Create a perennial food source for a variety of wildlife
Reimbursement: 65% of project costs with a $500 cap per acre
Wildlife Habitat Enhancement Program (2-5 acre limit)
Improve wildlife habitat by creating food sources, corridors,
cover, windbreaks etc. Reimbursement: 65% of project costs
with a $420 cap per acre
For more information
call (989) 732-4021 or email Diane.Bomer@macd.org

Natural Resources Conservation Service
“Helping People Help the Land”

Want To Make a Difference?
Volunteer

Do you farm or manage forestland and have improvements
you want to make to your property? At NRCS, we are here
to assist you with conserving the nation’s soil, water, air,
and other natural resources. We offer FREE on-site
technical assistance and financial assistance programs to
help you address the resource concerns on your property.
Visit our website to take a look at some of the services and
practices we offer and give our office a call if there is a way
we can assist you!

Interested in making your community better? Want to get out
and meet people? Volunteering is the way to go! There are
plenty of opportunities at the Conservation District:

Gaylord USDA Service Center
Phone: (989) 732-6526 x 111
810 S. Otsego Ave. #121 Gaylord, MI 49735
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/
programs/financial/csp/
The USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and
lender.








January-June - Art in the Garden Festival
February/March - Planting seeds in the Greenhouse
March-September - Children’s Garden Program
April/May - Transplanting Native Plants
May - Annual Spring Tree Sale
Spring/Summer - Maintaining the
Community Garden
 September- Annual Fall Tree Sale
 October– Garden & Greenhouse cleanup

To sign up, contact the Otsego Conservation
District at (989)732-4021, or email Abby at
acherwinski@otsegocountymi.gov

Thanks to everyone who gives their
time throughout the year!
Why Landscape with Native Plants?
Native plants are easy to grow and maintain because they are well adapted to our soils and climate.
Plants native to our state will thrive in your yard without synthetic fertilizers or pesticides. Thanks to
their extensive root systems, native plants, once established, will require less water than non-native
plants.
Landscaping with native plants not only lowers water use; it improves water quality. Native plants are
much more effective than lawn grass at slowing down storm water and filtering out chemicals
contained within it. The deep roots of many native species are able to absorb, hold, and gradually
release this water—water that would otherwise rush into nearby bodies of water, eroding banks and
delivering pollution.
By landscaping with native plants you will attract butterflies, birds, and other beneficial organisms to
your yard and provide them with the food and habitat they need to thrive. With increasing
development and the disappearance of natural habitat, our yards and rural properties become crucial
to the survival of native species.
At the Otsego Conservation District’s Native Plant Nursery,
available to help enhance your property.

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY
Home Services

more than 50 species of native flowers and grasses are grown onsite and

David J. Smith
Associate Broker
Michigan Real Estate
100 W. First Street
Gaylord, MI 49735
Off-989.732.9555
Cell-989.619.3002
davidsmith@bhhsmi.com
www.bhhsmi.com

News from
Alpine Master Gardeners!

Herb Your Enthusiasm

2018 Garden Seminar & Luncheon
Alpine Master Gardeners will be hosting the 2018 Garden Seminar &
Luncheon, all are welcome to attend 9 a.m.– 3 p.m. February 24,
2018 at the Otsego Grand Event Center 610 S. Wisconsin Ave.
Gaylord. Cost for this year’s event is $40.00 if postmarked by
February 10th, $50.00 if received after February 10th. Register
Online at http://amg.regfox.com/herbs




Morning presentation by Susan Betz will be presenting Herbs:
For Pleasure & Purpose and Thymely Tips and Sage Advice.
After lunch Alana Haley’s Herbal Tea Make and Take
Finally presentation will be Diane Brown-Rytlewski presenting
Hops: 2018 Herb of the Year.

Refreshments, breakfast and lunch are included in the registration
price.
For an online brochure or to learn more about the Alpine Master
Gardener Association visit www. otsego.org/amg.
Questions? Contact Marilyn at (989)370-5581 or email
alpinemastergardeners@gmail.com

Alpine Master Gardeners Annual
May Library Series
Do to the construction at the library, Alpine Master
Gardeners Annual May Series is still in the planning stage. Watch
for your local newspaper for information on topics
and speakers or call Cathy Campbell at the Otsego
County Library for more information at
(989) 732-5841.

For the kids!
Conservation Day Camp
Our 11th annual Conservation Day
Camp is a fun day of outdoor
exploration and discovering the
natural world of Northern
Michigan. K-6th graders are invited
for a day chock full of learning
about the life crawling, buzzing,
and growing in their own
backyards! We will also learn about conserving the natural
resources we interact with every day. Campers will participate in
a variety of fun, entertaining hands-on activities and projects
with the guidance of volunteers. In past years, activities have
included tree, animal track, and aquatic insect identification;
birdhouse painting; and examination of animal furs and skulls.
All events and activities will be held at the Demonstration Garden
and Conservation Forest. For more information regarding
volunteering or how to sign up a Day Camper, please call the
Otsego Conservation District at (989) 732-4021 or email
acherwinski@otsegocountymi.gov.

Junior MasterGardener
Seed to Harvest
The Otsego Conservation District’s Seed to Harvest is a

gardening program open to 4th-6th graders with the
opportunity to become a Junior Master Gardener by the end!
This program lasts from March to October, and offers members
the opportunity to plant and care for their very own vegetables
and flowers in the Children’s
Garden. The Jr. Master
Gardener/Seed to Harvest
program also offers learning
opportunities in:
Plant Biology
Soil and Water
Plant Diseases and Insects
How to cook the food you
GROW (yum!)

This program will be held at the Otsego County Alternative
Landscaping Demonstration Garden & Conservation Forest near
the Alpine Center and Gaylord High School. To sign up, contact
the Otsego Conservation District at (989) 732-4021or email
acherwinski@otsegocountymi.gov.

Checkout our Recycling Locations
Five drop-off sites located throughout the county are open 24/7 for
everyone’s convenience:

 931 S. Otsego Avenue, Gaylord, near Jay’s Sporting Goods
 71 Hayes Tower Road, Gaylord, 550 feet south of M-32
 621 Garfield Street, Vanderbilt near H&H Tube
 247 Old State Road across from the cemetery, near Waters
 2932 Rock Road, Johannesburg at
the Transfer Station
There is information at each site on
what can be recycled and how to use
the bins.

Great Job Otsego County!! Since the
start of the current program in April of
2013, a total of 7,285,720 pounds of
recyclable material has been kept from
our landfill. That’s equivalent to 728
elephants! Each year, residents have been
recycling more and more material with
1,842,940 pounds having already been
collected since March 2017.
Another positive program I want to share is the Gaylord Lion’s
Club trailer located near the Gaylord Central site, next to Jays.
The Gaylord Lion’s Club collects newspapers and sells them to a
recycling company. The Lion’s Club uses the profits to purchase
much needed eye glasses and hearing aids for residents in need.
So please put your newspapers in the trailer to help those in need.

Electronic Recycling
If it plugs in, we will take it and recycle it.

Comprenew
Batteries $.85 /lb.,
LCD/Plasma fat screen monitors and TVs $.05/lb.,
Printers/Scanners/Copiers $.10/lb.,
CRT (cathode Rat Tube) devices $.20/lb.,
Air conditioners/Dehumidifiers/(items containing refrigerants) $20/unit
All other electronics FREE.
For more information call Crossroads Industries at (989)732-1233.

Some recycling reminders for our readers, Styrofoam and light
bulbs are not accepted at any recycling site in the county.
Recyclable and non-recyclable items left outside the bins are
considered to be littering and is against the law. So, be kind and
put recyclables in the bin or if needed take home for another day.
Also, please be patience with the bin exchanges, our driver comes
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays to change bins at Gaylord
Central and the other sites as needed.

Saturday, June 9
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
O.C. Road Commission
669 W. McCoy Rd.

The Otsego County Recycling
Program is continuing to grow. I
can’t wait to see what the next year
brings.
Check out our newest
version of the Recycling Guide.
Available at all recycling locations
and on our website. So pick one
up!

For information:
Otsego Conservation District
(989) 732-4021 or
otsegocd.org

Learn more at otsegorecycling.org
or call Abby Cherwinski at (989)
732-4021.
Like us at Otsego
County Recycling Program on
Facebook.

Household Hazardous Waste Day

Funding the
Future.

Recycling in Review!

Give a gift that keeps giving!
The Otsego Conservation District has an
endowment fund through the Otsego County
Community Foundation so we may continue to offer
educational opportunities to our residents for
years to come. If you would like to give a gift that
keeps on giving please call the Community
Foundation at 989-731-0597 for details.

OTSEGO CONSERVATION DISTRICT
800 LIVINGSTON BLVD., SUITE 4A
GAYLORD, MI 49735
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If you wish to be removed/added to
our mailing list or prefer to have your
newsletter sent by email, please call
989-732-4021 or email
acherwinski@otsegocountymi.gov

2018 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-4:30 pm ~ (989)732-4021 ~ otsegocd.org
We’re always adding to our calendar; visit our website for updates throughout the year
February 10

Fruit Tree Care and Pruning

February 20-22 Seed Planting Party in Greenhouse,
9-4 pm, Volunteer Opportunity!
February 24
February 24

March 23
March 24
April 3-4
April 3

May 4-5

SPRING TREE SALE - 8:30-5 pm

May

StoryWalk opens in Conservation Forest

May

HAP Workshop

May 19

Tree Farm Field Day

June 2

TREE SALE & SMALL FRUIT
DEADLINE
Tree Selection and Planting

Native Plant Nursery Open House,
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Free Workshop,
Giveaways

June 9

Household Hazardous Waste Day

June 30

Greenhouse Transplanting,
9 am-4 pm, Volunteer Opportunity!
Forest Health Workshop

6th Annual Art in the Garden Festival,
All day, Demonstration Garden

July 11

Conservation Day Camp

Timber Taxes Workshop
Alpine Master Gardeners’ 2018
Garden Seminar & Luncheon
Herb Your Enthusiasm,
Otsego Grand Event Center.

OCD board meetings are open to the public and held on the second Wednesday of the month at 9 a.m.
in the Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center, 800 Livingston Blvd., Gaylord
All programs and services of the Conservation District and NRCS prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or familial status.

American Tree Farm
System
Are you already managing your forest in a
healthy, sustainable way? Then why not get
the recognition you deserve and potentially
more money for your trees by becoming a
Michigan Tree Farm!
Landowners with at least 10 acres are eligible to enroll. A forest
management plan is required. If you do not have a forest
management plan, your district forester, Diane Bomer can assist you
in having one written. Once you are enrolled, you will receive a Tree
Farm sign to display on you property and communications from the
American Tree Farm System. For more information contact Diane
Bomer, District Forester at 989-732-4021.

Michigan’s Qualified Forest Program
A tax exemption program for forestland owners
How does land qualify for QFP?
 Parcels must be 20 acres or larger to qualify and meet stocking
requirements.
 Have and follow a forest management plan written by a state
qualified forester.
 Not currently receiving a homestead or agricultural exemption
Benefits of enrolling:
 Net 16 mill reduction of school operating taxes
 Prevents the “uncapping” of a property’s taxable value

Do you have a few minor practices to
finish up on your operation to get verified
in MAEAP? Well MAEAP may be able
to help. This year is the first time in many
years that we have cost share money to
offer to help on your farm. We are in the
planning stages on eligibility and monetary amounts. You may see
that we have some of the old popular practices back like antibackflow devices, spill kits, and nozzles for your sprayer. But we
will have some new practices that you can apply for. These include
soil testing and a limited number of fueling pads. Also we will be
paying for water testing to help you get verified.
The procedure for getting cost share will be along the same lines as
in the past. We will be putting applications together in the next
week with selection happening in March. Stay tuned to see what is
available to apply for on your farm. For more information call
Chris Anderson, MAEAP Technician, at (231) 582-6193.

Wildlife Habitat and Forestry
As a forester, I receive many requests for information regarding
how to manage forested lands for the benefit of wildlife, including
game species. When talking with landowners about wildlife
management, the discussion always turns to habitat and habitat
enhancement. Habitat refers to the environmental make up a
species needs for shelter, food, courting, breeding, rearing young
or hibernating. When managing for wildlife, you are essentially
manipulating your given environment to become a habitat your
desired species needs to thrive.
Forested landscapes are dynamic and always changing. That is
why it is essential when you are managing for wildlife to consider
how you are going to create the
desired environment, if you do
not already have it, and how you
are going to keep it. This could
mean harvesting timber to create
different aged stands or planting
berry producing shrubs and nut
producing trees, like oaks, for
food sources and shelter. Its
complex to understand and
implement wildlife management
strategies on your own but
developing a plan for your
property is an excellent way to start.
The Otsego Conservation District has partnered with the Otsego
Wildlife Legacy Society (OWLS) to offer an outstanding costsharing program to help enhance wildlife habitat on your property.
This cost-share program can pay 65% of your wildlife habitat
enhancement costs up to $420 per acre, with a minimum of 2 acres
and a maximum of 5 acres. This program entails a detailed
assessment of your property and planting of wildlife habitat in the
form of trees and shrubs for food, as well as trees for winter
protection. For more information about the Wildlife Habitat
Enhancement Program (WHEP), contact your district forester,
Diane Bomer at 989-732-4021.

Looking for a
beautiful
outdoor venue for
your
upcoming event?

The Otsego County Demonstration Garden
is available for wedding ceremonies, family gatherings, meetings, music venue with
stage and more. Please call the Otsego
Conservation District at
(989)732-4021 for information.

Elaine Green
6709 M-32 E., Box 256
Johannesburg, MI 49751
989-732-3465
Facebook: @greenvalleykennels





Licensed dog and cat boarding
Professional all-breed grooming
Indoor Heated Runs
Security Alarms System

Open House

Native Plant Nursery
The Otsego Conservation District is dedicated to raising awareness of the benefits of planting
native wildflowers and grasses. Native plants help to restore lakeshores and stream banks,
prevent soil erosion, improve water quality, attract pollinators, provide wildlife habitat, and
accent landscaping. Otsego CD grows over 50 species as a fundraiser for district programming.

Species List 2018
Wildflowers
Big-Leaved Aster (Aster macrophyllus)
Black-Eyed Susan (Rudbeckia hirta)
Bluestem Goldenrod (Solidago caesia)
Blue Vervain (Verbena hastate)
Boneset (Eupatorium perfoliatum)
Butterfly-Weed (Asclepias tuberose)
Canada Anemone (Anemone canadensis)
Cardinal Flower (Lobelia cardinalis)
Common Milkweed (Asclepias syriaca)
Culver’s-Root (Veronicastrum virginicum)
Cup Plant (Silphium perfoliatum)
Dotted/Horse Mint (Monarda punctata)
Early Meadow-Rue (Thalictrum dioicum)
False Sunflower (Heliopsis helianthoides)
Fireweed (Epilobium angustifolium)
Foxglove Beard-Tongue (Penstemon
digitalis)
Golden Alexanders (Zizia aurea)
Great Blue Lobelia (Lobelia siphilitica)
Hairy Beard Tongue (Penstemon hirsutus)
Hoary Vervain (Verbena stricta)
Indian Paintbrush (Castilleja coccinea)
Joe-Pye-Weed (Eupatorium maculatum)
Marsh-Marigold (Caltha palustris)
Meadowsweet (Spiraea alba)
Missouri Ironweed (Vernonia missurica)
Monkey-Flower (Mimulus ringens)
New England Aster (Symphyotrichum novae
-angliae)
Nodding Wild Onion (Allium cernuum)

Northern Blazing-Star (Liatris scariosa)
Obedient Plant (Physostegie Virginian)
Pale Purple Coneflower (Echinacea pallida)
Purple Coneflower (Echinacea purpurea)
Purple Meadow-Rue (Thalictrum
dasycarpum)
Purplestem Angelica (Angelica atropurpurea)
Riddell’s Goldenrod (Oligoneuron riddellii)
Sand Coreopsis (Coreopsis lanceolata)
Showy Goldenrod (Solidago speciosa)
Smooth Blue Aster (Aster laevis)
Swamp Milkweed (Asclepias incarnate)
Tall Bellflower (Campanula Americana)
Tall Coreopsis (Coreopsis tripteris)
Western Sunflower (Helianthus occidentalis)
Wild-Bergamot (Monarda fistulosa)
Wild Blue Flag Iris (Iris versicolor)
Wild Columbine (Aquilegia Canadensis)
Wild Lupine (Lupinus perennis)
Yellow Coneflower (Ratibida pinnata)
Grasses
Big Bluestem (Andropogon gerardii)
Canadian Wild Rye (Elymus canadensis)
Indian Grass (Sorghastrum nutans)
Junegrass (Koeleria macrantha)
Little Bluestem (Schizachyrium scoparium)
Switch Grass (Panicum virgatum)

To learn more about native plants, visit otsegocd.org
and click on the Plants & Garden tab or call (989) 732-4021.

Saturday

June 2rd
9 am-3 pm
Free workshop
giveaways, plants
for sale & more
Tour the greenhouse
and learn about native
Michigan perennials.
Knowledgeable growers
will help suggest plants
for your site. Ask about
cost-share opportunities
for waterfront projects.

Free workshop on
Edible
Landscaping
Join District Forester,
Diane Bomer, at 11am in
the education center, to
discuss turning your
backyard into an edible
landscape! Bring a sketch
of your backyard and be
ready to work on creating
planting ideas. No space
is too small to start
growing your own food.
The greenhouse is located
off Livingston Blvd. near
the Alpine Center, within
the Community
Demonstration Garden.
Follow signs from the
roundabout.

Plant Prices:
Plug (single plant). . . . . $2.50
Quart (single plant). . . . $4.50
Quarter Tray (1 species) $16
Half Tray (1 species) . . ..$30
Full Tray (1 species). . . . $50
Plugs are 2”x2”x4”
Quarts are 3”x3”x 6”
Trays are 36 plugs or 16 quarts
Plus Tax

7th Annual Art in the
Garden Festival, Presents
Wings of Wonder
Live Raptor Program
Saturday, June 30, 2018
The annual Art in the Garden
Festival is a FREE all day
event in our beautiful threeacre Demonstration Garden
featuring art, music, and
conservation-based
educational workshops for the
entire family. The garden is
an ideal outdoor classroom
for workshops, as well as an
idyllic place to take in all of the art and music. Since its inception
in 2012, the Art in the Garden Festival has become a muchanticipated summer event, and the 2018 festival is sure to be better
than ever!
Including a presentation by Wings of Wonder with live raptors so
audience members have the opportunity for a close up look at these
magnificent birds.
We are also looking for
artists/vendors who would
like to display and sell their
works. We are also seeking
folks who have special
knowledge of nature-related
topics that would like to
share or demonstrate to small
groups in a workshop setting.
Sample topics include woodworking, basket-weaving, gardening,
painting, fishing, landscaping etc.
The Art in the Garden
Festival also relies on a team
of volunteers. If you would
like to help, let us know. The
Art in the Garden Festival is
free to the public but not to
the OCD. Please contact us
for information about
sponsorship opportunities or
donating items for the silent auction fundraiser. Call the Otsego
Conservation District at (989) 732-4021.

Waterfront Buffer
Cost-Share Program
The Otsego Wildlife Legacy Society
(OWLS) collaborates with the Otsego
Conservation District to provide
funding to waterfront landowners interested in creating a riparian
buffer on their property. Riparian buffers, also called greenbelts, are
an excellent way to improve water quality and provide habitat for
fish and wildlife. Planting native species along the shoreline is
highly beneficial due to extensive root systems that are effective at
capturing runoff, filtering contaminants and reducing soil erosion
and flooding. Native plants also
require little watering and fertilizer as
they are adapted to our climate,
providing easy maintenance.
The Otsego Conservation District
provides
free
assistance
to
landowners to implement or enhance
a natural shoreline. The program
includes a free on-site consultation and planting plan including site
preparation, plant stock and selection. Native plants from the Otsego
Conservation District’s Native Plant Nursery are selected for this
program. Thanks to OWLS, the Otsego Conservation District is able
to provide this service and reimburse landowners 65% of total
project costs. For mor information contact the Otsego Conservation
District, (989) 732-4021

Otsego Conservation District
Education Center
The Otsego Conservation District
is proud to announce the new
Education Center is almost
complete and will be available for
meetings and workshops this
spring. With our new ADA
accessible restrooms and brick
walkway, we are dedicated to
creating a welcoming environment
for all to enjoy the demonstration
gardens. Watch for updates when the first of the Otsego
Conservation District workshops will be taking place. For more
information and details on the Education Center, call (989)732-4021
or email acherwinski@otsegocountymi.gov.

121 E. Mitchell St., Gaylord, MI 49735
989-732-7444
www.otsego.michiganfarmbureau.com

