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Otsego Conservation District Mission
The mission of the Otsego Conservation District (OCD) is to assist the people
of Otsego County in the wise use and management of their natural resources,
for a healthy environment and sustained economic growth.

Working toward greater harmony with our natural resources.
800 Livingston Blvd.
Suite 4A
Gaylord, MI 49735
(989) 732-4021
facebook.com/otsegocd
www.otsegocd.org
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When a landowner is interested in managing their forest, a common goal is to
improve wildlife habitat. If the property is a hunting camp, the steps to create deer or grouse
habitat are fairly straight forward. Promote winter cover, create early successional habitat
(openings & young forests), and unsure the plant species present provide an adequate food
source. But game species are not the only form of wildlife on a property. Fish, song birds,
bats, even herptiles and insects are all in need of habitat in this human-dominated world.
There are many things you can do on your property that can create habitat for these critters
as well.
Proper forest management can benefit fish and streams by preventing sedimentation
and providing shade, food, and shelter. Many birds, bats, and rodents use cavities in dead or
living trees as a place to rest and raise their young. Leaving 1-2 dead standing trees per acre
is a baseline to ensure those habitat trees are available on the property. Leaving some large
logs on the ground can be a haven for many insects, reptiles, and amphibians, like
salamanders. Planted trees and shrubs along forest or yard edges can be used by birds for
both food and shelter.
Each property, no matter how big or small, has something to offer wildlife. Contact
the conservation district at (989)732-4021 to learn how your forest, or even your backyard,
can benefit the wildlife here in Northern Michigan.

Improve the wildlife habitat on your land with a 65%
cost-share reimbursement and free technical assistance.
Made possible through a partnership with
the Otsego Wildlife Legacy Society.

SEEDLING SALE &
SMALL FRUIT FUNDRAISER
May 3 &4; Preorders are due March 22rd.

See inside for a
pull-out booklet
and order form

Private Landowner Assistance

Upcoming Events & Workshops

The Forestry Assistance Program provides advice and
education on forest management, forestry referrals, wildlife
habitat, soil information, cost-shares, forest health, and much,
much more. As the forester for the Otsego Conservation
District, it is my duty to assist and educate the public in
general conservation techniques and sustainable forest
management, while not competing with the private sector.
My position is grant funded through the Michigan
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development. Because
of this, I can offer free consultations to landowners to evaluate
their forested property. I work with landowners to determine
what their goals are for their property, and if needed, refer
them to a forest industry professional from our community.
My position does not compete with local forestry
professionals and can actually generate economic growth by
private landowners seeking assistance who, for whatever
reason, would not have done so on their own.
The district forester provides free (yes, FREE) technical
assistance to private landowners in Otsego, Crawford, and
Roscommon Counties. This can be
in the form of an onsite property
evaluation, a phone call, or even an
email.
If you would like to schedule a
visit or are in need of assistance,
contact
Tabitha
O’Dell
at
(989)732-4021 or by email at
todell@otsegocountymi.gov.

Fruit Tree Pruning Workshop - March 9th
(Saturday), 10am-2pm, Devereaux Memorial Library,
Grayling
Learn how to properly care for your fruit trees. Horticulturists Diane Brown and Nate Walton, will present a talk and
demonstration of proper pruning techniques. Presentation
starts at the library with the demonstration site TBD. There
is a fee to participate. Call for registration and price. Limit
30 participants.

Qualified Forest Program
The Qualified Forest Program (QFP) encourages landowners
to actively manage their privately owned forests in exchange
for a tax exemption from their local school operating millage.
Who’s Qualified?

Why Enroll Your Property?
 Tax Exemption up to 16 mills 

on non-homestead properties



 Prevents “uncapping” of a

property’s taxable value
 Ensure your land is being

managed sustainably
 Public access not required

Tree Selection and Planting Discussion
March 6th (Wednesday) 4pm-6pm, Roscommon
March 12th (Tueesday)5pm-7pm, Gaylord
Join forester Tabitha O’Dell for a presentation about selecting the best plants for your area and goals, proper planting
techniques, programs available for your forested property.
Hunting Access Program (HAP)- May TBA
Gaylord
Join DNR HAP Coordinator, Monique Ferris and District
Forester, Tabitha O’Dell for an informative workshop on
enrolling in the HAP program.
Forest Health for the Private Landowner - June 19th
(Wednesday) 5pm-7pm, Grayling Nature Center
Tabitha O’Dell, District Forester and Julie Crick, MSU-E
Natural Resources Educator, will be hosting an informational meeting on Oak Wilt, Beech Bark Disease and other forest
health issues. They will cover topics including prevention,
identification and treatments available. Bring your samples
and questions!
Edible Landscapes - June 1st
(Saturday), 11am Otsego County Native Plant Garden and
Greenhouse, Gaylord
Join District Forester Tabitha O’Dell to learn about trees and
shrubs to plant to create your own edible backyard landscape.

Properties 20-640 acres
Meet productivity and

To RSVP to any event, please call (989) 732-4021.

stocking requirements


Those who have/want a
forest management plan
Learn more at
Michigan.gov/QFP

Be on the lookout of updates and additional events!
Facebook: Forestry Assistance ProgramOtsego, Crawford, Roscommon Counties
Website: www.otsegocd.org/forestry

Want To Improve Wildlife
Habitat on Your Property?
O.W.L.S.

Cost-Shares Available!

Food Plot Program:
 Ideal for landowners that want to provide a perennial
food source for deer, turkey or other wildlife.
 For sites 1 to 2 acres in size.
 Reimbursement up to $500 per acre or 65% of the
project costs.
Wildlife Habitat Enhancement Program (WHEP):
 Ideal for improving wildlife habitat by creating
corridors, cover, windbreaks, food for wildlife, and
much more.
 For sites 2 to 5 acres in size.
 Reimbursement up to $420 per acre or 65% of the
project costs.
Both Programs Include:
Free On-Site Consultation
Written Planting Plan
Aerial Map of Your Property
Funds are limited. Call 989-732-4021 or email
Tabitha at todell@otsegocountymi.gov to learn more.

Hunting Access Program
 Since 1977 

Flexible options lets
landowners choose hunting
types allowed:
 All Hunting


Small Game only



Deer only



Youth/Apprentice

Hunters gain access to
quality, privately-owned
hunting land, and
landowners get up to $25
per acre annually to let
hunters hunt their land.

Hunting only


Any Combination
For more information and for
available open hunting locations,
visit www.mi.gov/hap or
contact Tabitha O’Dell at
(989)732-4021 or
todell@otsegocountymi.gov.

Eligible
Northern
Michigan
Counties

2019 Brings Changes
for the USDA in
Northern Michigan
Many changes are heading to your local
USDA office in 2019. On December 20th of last
year, Congress passed the 2018 Farm Bill
securing the future of conservation programs.
As with any new legislation there will be some
changes to operation – but things shouldn’t
appear drastically different from a customer
perspective. Changes may include a difference
as to how applications are ranked, but
unfortunately, details are unavailable at this
time.
There are several long-serving senior staff members retiring
this year in Northern Michigan. Starting in January, Sharcy
Ray, District Conservationist, from the Gaylord Field Office,
will also be temporarily running the Onaway Field Office. Her
coverage area with now include five counties – Otsego,
Crawford, Roscommon, Presque Isle and Cheboygan. Although
she will be very busy, she remains dedicated to providing
excellent customer service throughout this time.
Farmers and/or forestland owners interested in receiving
technical or financial assistance for conservation projects, should
call Sharcy Ray at (989) 732-6526, extension 111. Planning is
currently underway for next year’s funding cycle. She is eager to
discuss landowner goals for properties and to help find a way to
make them happen. To learn more about the USDA National
Resources Conservation Service programs, visit their website:
www.nrcs.usda.gov.

American Tree Farm
System
Celebrate your Forest and Promote
Sustainable Management!
American Tree Farm was developed to
recognize stewardship for the land and a commitment to
sustainability. Properties must be between 10-10,000 acres of
woodland. The land must also have a forest management plan
or a willingness to have one developed. There is no fee to
enter into or get out of this program. Benefits include updates
on the latest best practices and standards and access to tools
and information to keep your forest productive and healthy.

Forest, Wetlands, and
Habitat*A*Syst
FWH*A*Syst is a voluntary pollution
prevention program developed to reduce environmental risks
associated with forest management. This program will allow
landowners to get professional review of their management
plans to ensure their water, soil, and habitat is protected. For
more information contact Tabitha O’Dell, District Forester at
989-732-4021 or email at todell@otsegocounty.gov.

Alpine Master Gardeners
2019 Garden Seminar & Luncheon

Volunteers Wanted

featuring Author Janet Macunovich

Can you lend a hand?

Saturday, February 23, 2019 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Otsego Grand Event Center
610 S. Wisconsin Ave. Gaylord.
$45 per person. Registration limited to 100.
A well-known Michigan professional gardener,
designer, author and educator, Janet began designing
gardens for others in 1980, teaching a college garden design
course in 1987, and published her first book in 1990. In
1985 she established Perennial Favorites, a garden and
landscape design firm.
Her topics will include: renovating to simplify the
landscape, nature and natural groundcovers and naturalizing
with shrubs.
Price includes breakfast, lunch, snacks
and prizes.
Online registration began on January 1,
2019 at
https://amg.regfox.com/janet
For questions or help registering, contact
Marilyn at (989) 370-5581 or email
alpinemastergardeners@gmail.com

There are plenty of volunteer opportunities at the Otsego
Conservation District. In addition to many hands making
light work, at the OCD every task is so much more fun with
more people helping.









January-June - Art in the Garden Festival
February/March - Planting seeds in the
Greenhouse
March-September - Children’s Garden
Program
April/May - Transplanting Native Plants
May - Annual Spring Tree Sale
Spring/Summer - Maintaining the Community Garden
September- Annual Fall Tree Sale
October– Garden & Greenhouse cleanup
To volunteer for any project listed above, contact the
Otsego Conservation District
at (989)732-4021, or email dvargas@otsegocountymi.gov

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who gives generously of their
time and talents throughout the year.

The Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program (MAEAP) is an innovative,
proactive program that helps farms of all sizes and all commodities voluntarily prevent or
minimize agricultural pollution risks.
MAEAP's mission is to develop and implement a proactive environmental assurance
program ensuring that Michigan farmers are engaging in cost-effective pollution prevention
practices and working to comply with state and federal environmental regulation.
The program is designed to reduce farmers' legal and environmental risks through a threephase process: 1) education; 2) farm-specific risk assessment and practice implementation;
and 3) on-farm verification that ensure the farmer has implemented environmentally sound
practices. The program's four systems — Farmstead, Cropping, Livestock and the newly developed Forest, Wetlands &
Habitats System — each examine different aspects of the farm.
After becoming MAEAP verified, a farm can display a MAEAP sign signifying that MAEAP partners recognize the farm
is environmentally assured. Through MAEAP, farmers show that they are working to comply with state and federal
environmental laws specific to each system of the program.
In addition, local MAEAP Technicians assist in identifying cost share monies to assist in the expenses relative to the
verification process. For more information, call MAEAP Technician Chris Anderson, at (231) 582-6193.

Otsego Conservation District
Announces
2019 Otsego County
Plat Book Cover
Photography Contest
Deadline: July 1, 2019
Winning photograph will be published on the cover of
the 2019 Otsego County Plat Book
Guidelines:
1. All entries must be taken in Otsego County.
2. Entries should highlight the beauty of the County’s Natural Resources, including but not limited to: nature, wildlife,
scenery, etc.
3. No pictures of pets or people.
4. Any season is acceptable.
5. Judges may not enter the contest. Judges will not know
the name of the entrant.
6. Digital entries only.
7. Individuals are limited to two (2) entries and use separate
entry forms for each entry.
8. Use contest entry form located at: www.otsegocd.gov and
include Photography Contest in the subject line.
9. Entrants under the age of 18 must have parent’s permission.
10. Deadline for entries is July 1, 2019.
11. Go to www.otsegocd.org for information and the entry
form.
In addition to the photograph being published as the cover of
the 2019 Otsego County Plat Book, the winner will also receive a free Plat Book and a $25 gift certificate from the
Otsego Conservation District good for purchase of choice of
native plants, trees, shrubs or a nature book. Winner will be
announced no later than August 1, 2019.

Welcome New AmeriCorps Member!
Hello Otsego County! My name is Andie Norton and I will
be serving as Education Coordinator for the Conservation District through Huron Pines AmeriCorps. I was
born and raised in Illinois in the Chicago
suburbs and recently graduated from Michigan Technical University. I graduated with
my bachelors in Ecology-Focused Biology
and worked with a professor on research
about stream nutrient cycling. I also worked
for the University's Orientation Programs
welcoming first-years and training staff.
This past summer I worked for a nonprofit in the Chicago area teaching 6-8th graders about water
chemistry, stream monitoring, and stewardship of public waterways. I am very excited to put this experience to use for the
county and its residents, and hope I can inspire stewardship and
passion for the outdoors.

For the kids!
Conservation Day Camp
Our 12th annual Conservation Day Camp is a fun time of
exploring the outdoors and discovering the natural
world around us here in Northern Michigan. K-6th graders are invited for an experience
packed full of learning about the life
crawling, buzzing, and growing in
their own backyards! Campers will
also learn about conserving the natural resources we interact with every day through a variety of fun, entertaining, hands-on activities and projects with the guidance of volunteers.
In past years, activities have included
tree, animal track, and aquatic insect
identification; birdhouse painting;
and examination of animal furs and skulls. For more information regarding volunteering or how to sign up a Day
Camper, please contact anorton@otsegocountymi.org.

Seed to Harvest
Junior Master Gardener
The Otsego Conservation District’s Seed to Harvest is a
gardening program open to 4th-6th graders with the opportunity to become a Junior Master Gardener at the end! This
program lasts from March to October, and offers participants the experience of planting and caring for their very
own vegetables and flowers in the Children’s Garden. The
Junior Master Gardener/Seed to Harvest program also offers learning opportunities in:
 Plant Biology
 Soil & Water
 Plant Diseases & Insect Pests
 How to cook the FOOD you GROW! (yum!)
This program will be held at the Otsego County Alternative
Landscaping Demonstration Garden & Conservation Forest
near the Alpine Center and Gaylord High School. To sign
up or for more info, contact Andie Norton at
anorton@otsegocountymi.gov.

Checkout our Recycling Locations

Why Recycle?

Five drop-off sites located throughout the county are open
24/7 for everyone’s convenience:

 931 S. Otsego Avenue, Gaylord, near Jay’s Sporting Goods
 71 Hayes Tower Road, Gaylord, 550 feet south of M-32
 621 Garfield Street, Vanderbilt near H&H Tube
 247 Old State Road across from the cemetery, near Waters
 2932 Rock Road, Johannesburg at the Transfer Station

Every Otsego resident and visitor can make a
difference in the New Year by resolving to recycle instead of filling landfills. When one recycles,
the costs necessary to transport and process the
materials help support the manufacture of new

products. When recyclable are thrown away,
items are buried in a landfill and must be
managed for years to come.
Consider a typical milk jug. When it is recycled:
1.
2.

There is information at each site
on what can be recycled and
how to use the bins.

3.

Electronic Recycling is Local
If it plugs in, we’ll take it and recycle it.
Comprenew will take electronics, recycle parts,
destroy hard drives and responsibly dispose of
all types of household batteries.

That typical milk jug can become lawn furniture, buckets, crates or
even automobile parts.

Comprenew

For more information and reasonable recycling prices, call
Comprenew at (989) 858-5657 or visit at
1681 S. Otsego Avenue, Gaylord MI.

Household Hazardous Waste and
Scrap Tire Disposal Day
Saturday, June 8
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Otsego County Road Commission
669 W. McCoy Rd.
For information:
Otsego Conservation District
(989) 732-4021 or otsegocd.org

Funding the
Future.

It’s rinsed at home and taken to a recycling bin.
A recycling hauler picks it up and transports it to a facility where
it is sorted and baled. In addition to the operating and maintenance costs of machinery, staff and disposal costs required to
eliminate non-recyclable items placed in the recycling bins, the
facility can cost more than $11 million to construct.
From here, the baled recyclables are sold and transported to secondary processors to be cleaned, or to end users to be repurposed
in the manufacturing process.

When the milk jug is placed in the garbage:
1.

2.

A waste hauler picks up the garbage and it is hauled to a landfill,
where it is dumped and compacted into a landfill cell. A landfill
is a facility designed and engineered to contain waste. Construction of a landfill can lost approximately $500,000. Management
of liquids and gas, maintenance, closure costs and long-term monitoring add to the costs of a landfill.
That milk jug will take 500 years to decompose in a landfill.

In both cases, the material must be hauled to a facility with a large
capital cost. In one, the milk jug is on its way to new use as a new
product. In the other, it’s on its way to a slow decomposition. Recycling does have costs involved, but so does burying materials in landfills.
Ultimately it is our decision and responsibility to leave our children and
grandchildren an environment in better shape than we found it. Everyone can help by talking to families and colleagues to make recycling in
the home and at work an important commitment and resolution for the
2019 New Year.
Our kids are depending on it.

Give a gift that keeps giving.
The Otsego Conservation District has an endowment
fund through the Otsego County Community Foundation
so we may continue to offer educational opportunities to
our residents for years to come. If you would like to give a
gift that keeps on giving please call the Community
Foundation at 989-731-0597 for details.

1944-2019
75 years of conservation service to the people,
land, air and water of Otsego County
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If you wish to be removed/added
to our mailing list or prefer to have
your newsletter sent by email,
please call 989-732-4021 or email
dvargas@otsegocountymi.gov

2019 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Office Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-4:30 pm ~ (989)732-4021 ~ otsegocd.org
We’re always adding to our calendar; visit our website for updates throughout the year
February 19-21 Seed Planting Party in Greenhouse,
9-4 pm, Volunteer Opportunity!

April 29-May 2 Packing for Tree Sale—Volunteer Opportunity!
May 3-4

Alpine Master Gardeners’
2019 Garden Seminar & Luncheon
Featuring: Janet Macunovich

SPRING TREE SALE - 8:30-5 pm
Volunteer Opportunity!

May TBD

Story Walk opens in Conservation Forest

May TBD

Hunting Access Program Workshop

March 6

Tree Selection & Planting— Roscommon

June 1

March 9

Fruit Tree Pruning Workshop

Native Plant Nursery Open House,
9 a.m.-3 p.m., Free Workshop, Giveaways

March 12

Tree Selection & Planting—Gaylord

June 1

Edible Landscapes 11:00 am

March 22

TREE SALE & SMALL FRUIT
ORDER DEADLINE

June 19

Forest Health for the Private Land Owner

June 8

Household Hazardous Waste & Scrap Tire Day

April 9-11

Greenhouse Transplanting,
9 am-4 pm, Volunteer Opportunity!

June 29

6th Annual Art in the Garden Festival,
All day, Demonstration Garden

April 22-26

Packing Fruit and Fruit Trees
Volunteer Opportunity!

July TBD

Conservation Day Camp

February 23

Look for Updates at www.otsegocd.org

OCD board meetings are open to the public and held on the second Thursday of the month at 9 a.m. in the
Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center, 800 Livingston Blvd., Gaylord
All programs and services of the Conservation District and NRCS prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or familial status.

8th Annual
Art in the Garden
Festival
Saturday, June 29, 2019

To Celebrate & Benefit the
Otsego County Demonstration
Garden & Conservation Forest
Live Music  Art Displays  Local Eats
Outdoor Workshops  Silent Auction  Art Fair
Art vendors must pay a $15 registration fee
and provide own table, chairs, sun covering
and one hand-crafted item valued at not less
than $20 for the silent auction.

Otsego Conservation District
Education Center is Finished at Last!
The gorgeous
floors are in and
the windows have
beautiful coverings.
The Otsego
Conservation
District is proud to
announce the new
Education Center is
complete and
available for meetings and workshops. With our new ADA
accessible restrooms and brick walkway, we have created a
welcoming environment for all. Watch for updates when the
first of the Otsego Conservation District workshops will be
taking place.
For more information and details on the Education Center,
call (989)732-4021 or email dvargas@otsegocountymi.gov.

For information or to register as an art
vendor, call the Otsego Conservation
District at 989-732-4021.

Wanted: A Good
Used trailer
Otsego Conservation District needs a
dual axle, enclosed, 16 foot trailer to
haul trees and shrubs for our tree sales!
If you have an enclosed trailer or snowmobile trailer in
good condition for a good price, please contact us at
(989) 732-4021
Think of the poor little trees!!

Elaine Green

