Otsego Conservation District

The Otsego Conserver
Winter & Spring 2021
Otsego Conservation District Mission
The mission of the Otsego Conservation District (OCD) is to assist the people of
Otsego County in the wise use and management of their natural resources,
for a healthy environment and sustained economic growth.

Working toward greater harmony with our natural resources.

Tree Pruning: Tabitha O’Dell, District Forester
800 Livingston Blvd. Suite 4A
Gaylord, MI 49735
(989) 732-4021
www.otsegocd.org
facebook.com/otsegocd

When autumn leaves fall, nutrients are retracted from tree branches and moved to the roots
for winter storage. Warming spring weather pumps the nutrients back into the branches to
supply the growing buds. To prevent significant nutrient loss and damage to a plant, pruning
should be done during the dormant season when nutrients are stored in the roots.
Pruning of yard trees is done to improve the health, safety, and appearance of your trees.
Pruning should not be done without reason, as heavy pruning can cause stress to a mature tree.
Pruning Techniques Include:
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Cleaning: Removing dead, dying, diseased, weakly attached,
and low-vigor branches
•

Thinning: Selective branch removal to improve structure and
increase light and air penetration. Thinning can reduce weight on
heavy limbs and retain a trees natural shape.
Reduction: Reduce the size of a tree, often for clearance for
utility lines. Pruning back leaders and branch terminals to
secondary branches is the best way to reduce height and maintain
form and structural integrity.
If you are unsure if your tree needs pruning, reach out to a tree care professional.
For yard trees or other mature hardwood trees, pruning is recommended in late winter/early
spring before the spring flush of nutrients to the branches and buds. Removal of foliage during
the growing season can reduce growth and stored energy reserves, although weak, diseased, or
dead limbs can be removed any time of year.
Continued on Page 2

Otsego Conservation District’s Native Plant Nursery
Opens Saturday, June 5, 2021 ~ 9 am-3 pm
Learn about the benefits of planting native Michigan perennials!
The greenhouse is located off Livingston Blvd., near the Alpine Center,
within the Community Demonstration Garden..
We grow & sell over 50 varieties of Michigan native wildflowers & grasses.
See insert for available species and event details.

SEEDLING SALE &
SMALL FRUIT FUNDRAISER

April 30th & May 1st 2021; Preorders due March 26th

See inside for a
pull-out booklet
and order form

Private Landowner Assistance
The Forestry Assistance Program
provides free advice and education on:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Upcoming 2021 Events & Webinars
Events
• Fruit Tree Pruning Demonstration—March/April
• Grow your own Mushrooms—June 5th

Forest Management
Private Forestry Referrals
Wildlife Habitat
Cost-shares
Forest Health
and much, much more.

All in-person events subject to cancellation
due to Covid-19 Gathering Restrictions.

As the forester for the Otsego Conservation District, it is
my duty to assist and educate the public in general
conservation techniques and sustainable forest management.
My position is grant funded through the Michigan
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, which
allows us to offer free consultations to landowners to
evaluate their forested property. I work with property
owners to determine what their goals are for the land, what
programs and cost-share opportunities are available to them,
and if needed, refer them to other natural resources
professionals from our community to help complete their
project.

If you own land in Otsego, Crawford, or Roscommon
counties and would like to schedule a visit or are in need of
forestry assistance, contact Tabitha O’Dell at (989)732-4021
or by email at todell@otsegocountymi.gov.

Webinars
• Tree Selection and Planting
• Fruit Tree Selection & Pruning
• Qualified Forest Program Q & A
• Food Plot Basics & Installation

On-Demand Video Series
Our website will become a one stop-shop for a collection of
videos on a wide range of natural resource topics. New
videos will be added monthly.
Visit otsegocd.org/forestry-video-series to watch.
RSVP Required for all 2021 Events
Contact Tabitha at (989)732-4021 or
todell@otsegocountymi.gov
We are always adding to our calendar,
be on the lookout of updates and additional events!
Facebook: www.facebook.com/otsegocd
Website: www.otsegocd.org/forestry

Tree Pruning (continued)
The cut made while pruning is important to the health and healing
of a tree. Cuts should be made just outside the branch collar. This is
the swollen area where a branch connects to the main stem and
should not be damaged. For large limbs, the weight must be reduced
first to prevent tearing the bark down the stem by making an
undercut about 12 to 18 inches from the limb’s point of attachment
(1). Make a second cut from the top, directly above or a few inches
farther out on the limb (2). Doing so removes the limb, leaving the
12- to 18-inch stub. Remove the stub by cutting back to the branch
collar (3). No more than ¼ of a trees crown should be removed at
once, and less for mature trees. Care should be taken to minimize
live branch loss and wound size while achieving pruning objectives.
Open wounds on oaks, especially red oak, are susceptible to Oak Wilt fungus during warm
months. The safest period to prune oaks is November to March. If your oak has been damaged
or has immediate need to be pruned during the high-risk period (April-July), be sure to cover
the wound with a latex paint or pruning sealer. Wound dressings are unnecessary on other trees.
With any type of tree care, safety should be the #1 priority. Pruning can be dangerous and it
is recommended to hire an arborist or other tree care professional. If not hiring a professional
arborist, be sure to use the proper tools, safety gear, and cutting techniques, maintain clearance
with any obstacles, and be aware of potential hazards.
These pruning tips apply to yard trees, more specific recommendations may be needed for
pruning fruit trees, Christmas trees, or other ornamental trees. If you have questions on pruning
or other tree care, contact District Forester Tabitha O’Dell today at (989)732-4021 or
todell@otsegocountymi.gov.

Available Programs for Forestland Owners
Qualified Forest Program
The Qualified Forest Program (QFP) encourages
landowners to actively manage their privately owned forests
in exchange for a tax exemption from their local school
operating millage.
Why Enroll Your Property?
• Tax Exemption up to 16 mills
on non-homestead properties
• Prevents “uncapping” of a
property’s taxable value
• Ensure your land is being
managed sustainably
• Public access not required

•
•
•
•

Who’s Qualified?
20+ acre Properties
No maximum acreage
Meet productivity and
stocking requirements
Those who have/want a
forest management plan
Learn more at
Michigan.gov/QFP

American Tree Farm System
Community, Recognition, Legacy
American Tree Farm is a national
program developed to promote the
sustainable management of family
forest land.
Properties with 10 to 10,000 acres of
woodland are invited to apply. There is
no fee to enter into or withdrawal from
this program. Benefits of Tree Farm Certification include
free on-site advice from professional foresters, invitation to
TF Field Days and workshops, updates on the latest best
practices and standards, and access to tools and information
to keep your forest productive and healthy.
Visit TreeFarmSystem.org/Michigan for more info.

MAEAP Forest, Wetlands, Habitat A*Syst

Financial Assistance Programs

Verification in the Michigan Agriculture Environmental
Assurance Program (MAEAP) recognizes the sustainable
management practices implemented by landowners on their
property. Confidential, one-on-one guidance from a forester or
technician can provide the following benefits to those
interested in MAEAP:
• Provide Wildlife Habitat
• Confidential Review of Best Management Practices
• Ensure Protection of MI’s Water & Soil
• Demonstrate Land is Managed by Written Plan
• Risk Assessment Tools and Resources
If you are interested in this free, voluntary program, contact
District Forester, Tabitha O’Dell, today at (989)732-4021.

USDA Farm Bill Programs
• Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) :
Provides financial and technical assistance to improve
forest health, wildlife habitat, soil, water & air quality.
• Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP): Helps
landowner improve and adopt conservation activities to
address priority concerns.
Forest Stewardship Program
• Helps landowners manage, protect, & enjoy their forest
by providing financial assistance for Forest Stewardship
Plans written by a certified plan writer.

Tree-mendous Joke Corner
Q: What do trees wear to the pool?
A: Swimming trunks
Q: How do you properly identify
a dogwood tree?
A: By its bark

Founders of Conservation

Chris Anderson, MAEAP Technician
How well do you know the history of conservation in the United States? Here is a little
matching game to see how much you know. Match the person with their contribution to the
conservation movement.
A. Gifford Pinchot

1. President who made the first wildlife refuges, set up the US Forest Service and
protected millions of acres.

B. Theodore Roosevelt

2. An early crusader for endangered species, he lead the fights to save American
bison and migratory birds. He has an award named for him in the Boy Scouts
of America.

C. Rachel Carson
D. Jacques Cousteau

E. William Temple Hornaday

3. Founder of the US Forest Service and science based forestry in the United
States
4. Underwater explorer who took us underwater on television and inspired
generations to explore the depths of the oceans.
5. “Father of Soil Conservation” Founded the USDA Soil Conservation Service.

F. Aldo Leopold

6. Wrote Silent Spring which sparked interest in the effects of pesticides and
helped start the modern environmental movement.

G. Hugh Hammond Bennett

7. Conservation pioneer and visionary game manager. Wrote the Sand County
Almanac about the concept of the land ethic.

The Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance
Program is an innovative, proactive program that helps
farms of all sizes and all commodities voluntarily prevent
or minimize agricultural pollution risks. There are four
verification systems for farmstead, cropping, livestock
and forest, wetland, and habitat.

If you would like to learn more about MAEAP, contact
Chris at chris@charlevoixcd.org or (231)-582-6193.
Answers: a-3, b-1, c-6, d-4, e-2, f-7, g-5

Alpine Chiropractic

Otsego Conservation District
Gift Certificates available for
Native Plants!
Plugs $2.50 each Quarts $4.50 each
36 Plugs or 16 Quarts (mixed species) - $75
Full Tray (5 or more trays of one species per tray) - $55.00
For additional details & to order,
call 989-732-4021 or check out
www.otsegocd.org/our-native-plant-catalog

Help for the Golden-Winged Warblers through USDA
Sharcy Ray, District Conservationist
Over the past fifty years, the Golden-winged warbler has suffered one of the steepest population declines
of all North American songbirds. Their present population is less than one-third of what it was in the
1960s. This beautiful bird, roughly the size of a chickadee, is easily identified by its gray coloring with
bright yellow patches on its wings and forehead. They are migratory birds, spending winters in the shadegrown coffee plantations of Central and South America, and flying to the Great Lakes and Appalachian
regions during the summer breeding season.
“Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsin have the largest
remaining breeding population of the Golden-winged
warbler, and habitat management actions there are
considered critical to rebuilding populations rapidly”
according to Dr. George Fenwick, President of American Bird Conservancy,
which has been a national leader on the warbler's conservation. “This is the
poster-bird for recovery of early successional forest habitat and one that we
are proud to contribute to saving for generations of Americans to come.”
The main reason cited for this bird’s decline is loss of habitat in their The male golden-winged warbler is easily identified by
the bright yellow on its forehead and wings. Photo
breeding range. The warbler needs tangled, brushy areas such as shrub
courtesy of American Bird Conservancy.
wetlands, recently cleared woodlots, young aspen stands, and tamarack bogs
to hide their nests in. They also use large deciduous “perch trees” in their nesting areas, where adults will forage for insects
off tree leaves while keeping an eye on their nests. After chicks have left the nest, the birds move into more mature hardwood
forests where they raise their young. Places that have all of these habitat components near each other are ideal locations to
find the Golden-winged warbler.
Before European settlement, natural disturbances such as forest fires and periodic flooding would maintain the habitat
diversity needed by the bird. Human activity has prevented most of these natural events from occurring, which has led to loss
of habitat for the warbler and many other wildlife species. Maintaining this open, shrubby habitat will also attract and benefit
white-tailed deer, ruffed grouse, and the American woodcock.
Thankfully, there is much that can be done to restore habitat for the warbler.
Landowners with extensive areas of tag alder growing along wetlands or who
have large blocks of aspen have the best opportunities to create young forest
habitat for the warbler. Young forest habitat improvements most commonly
involve shearing tag alder and clearing aspen stands to maintain a mix of age
classes. Northern hardwood forests are also places where young forest can be
managed.
Ideally, forest openings should be at least five acres in size and retain about ten
perch trees per acre. The creation of forest openings provides excellent habitat
for a diverse mix of wildlife, by providing habitat edge effect, increasing
cover, and creating additional food sources.
Young tag alder and willow stand being used by the
golden-winged warbler in Keweenaw County, MI.
Researchers out of Indiana University of Pennsylvania have been studying
Photo courtesy of American Bird Conservancy.
the bird for years. They are finding that managing for young forests is proving
effective at increasing the Golden-winged warbler’s population. Their field studies have shown a 16% population increase in
areas where young forests have been created over the past three years. Their research also indicates that these areas provide
habitat to over 120 other bird species, many of which are also experiencing
dwindling numbers.
Landowners interested in enhancing their property for the warbler and
other wildlife species are encouraged to take advantage of a new program
that helps fund these habitat projects. The USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service, in partnership with American Bird Conservancy, is
expanding the “Improving Forest Health for Wildlife Initiative” through the
Environmental Quality Incentives Program into Michigan’s Northern
Lower Peninsula. The program has a goal to treat approximately 64,000
acres of land in the Great Lakes region to try and keep the Golden-winged
warbler from being listed under the Endangered Species Act.
Forested land in the 22 county focal area (shaded in pink
If you are interested in learning more about this program please contact
dots or green lines) is eligible to be enrolled in the goldenSharcy Ray, District Conservationist in Gaylord at 989-732-6526.
winged warbler program. Map courtesy of USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service.

PFAS ‘The Forever Chemical’ In Michigan
By Tara A. Jans

The importance of recycling is well known for helping reduce waste in our landfills, and reduce emissions
into the air from mining raw materials as well as emissions from transporting those resources. Recycling
conserves raw materials in general and saves energy in not having to refine them. One aspect of the benefits
of recycling that has come to light in the last couple years within our nation is the potential reduction of Perand polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in our environment. When we recycle plastics, reduce our use, or
buy products free of PFAS, we take PFAS out of the chain of possible environmental contamination.
PFAS compounds, sometimes called PFCs, also known as PFOS and PFOA are a group of chemicals that are resistant to water,
heat, and oil. For decades, many industries used PFAS in industrial applications and consumer products such as firefighting
foams, food paper wrappings, waterproof clothing, upholstery, carpeting, and metal plating. PFAS have been found at low
levels both in the environment and in blood samples of the general U.S. population. These chemicals are tenacious, and do not
break down in the environment. They also bioaccumulate, meaning the amount builds up over time in the blood and organs.
This may cause serious health problems. Although PFAS were largely phased out of use in manufacturing in the U.S. by 2015,
people were and still are being exposed to PFAS today.
PFAS have been found in Michigan’s drinking water, soil, and surface water. PFAS have been labeled ‘The Forever Chemical’
and this issue is considered Michigan’s most serious, widespread problem since the 1970’s polybrominated biphenyl (PBB)
crisis, and the full scope of the contamination from these so-called "forever chemicals" is not yet known. In fact, some of
Crawford County, Alpena County and Leelanau County drinking water has been identified as having high levels of PFAS
above the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's health advisory level which is 70 parts per trillion. Water sample testing
began in 2018 by the Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) and is still being conducted to monitor
improvements in PFAS levels. EGLE Michigan PFAS Action Response Team has acted to clean and rectify the problem,
however it will take time.
We can act as well, by avoiding buying or reducing the amount of fabrics we purchase that have been treated with nonstick
chemicals such as Teflon, Scotchgard, Stainmaster, Polartec, and Gore-tex. We can use stainless steel and cast-iron cookware,
skip optional stain-repellant treatment on new carpets and furniture, eat less fast food, and skip the microwave popcorn. We can
choose dental floss and make-up that is Polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) free. Recycling plastics and cardboard to reduce waste
going to our landfills. We can stay up to date on all Environmental Working Group’s (EWG’s) latest PFAS analysis. When we
are well informed, we have the power to reduce, reuse, and recycle keeping environmental contamination possibilities lower
than if we take no action at all.
Sources Used:
Detroit Free Press, United States Environment
Protection Agency, Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy, Busch
Systems, Environmental Working Group, and
Michigan Department of Environment, Great lakes,
and Energy Michigan PFAS Action Response Team

2021 Household Hazardous Waste Days
BUSINESSES by Appointment
Friday, May 21st 1 pm - 2 pm
PUBLIC
Friday, May 21st 2 pm - 5 pm
Saturday, May 22nd 9 am - 2 pm
Saturday, August 28th 9 am - 2 pm

Otsego County
Road Commission
669 W. McCoy Rd.

For information:
Otsego Conservation District
(989) 732-4021 or otsegocd.org

Funding the Future.

!
Give a gift that keeps giving.

The Otsego Conservation District has an endowment
fund through the Otsego County Community Foundation
so we may continue to offer educational opportunities
to our residents for years to come. If you would like to
give a gift that keeps on giving please call the
Community Foundation at 989-731-0597 for details.
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Checkout our
Recycling Locations
Five drop-off sites located
throughout the county are open
24/7 for everyone’s convenience:

• 931 S. Otsego Avenue, Gaylord,
near Jay’s Sporting Goods

If you wish to be removed/
added to our mailing list or
prefer to have your newsletter
sent by email, please call
989-732-4021 or email
tjans@otsegocountymi.gov

• 71 Hayes Tower Road, Gaylord,
550 feet south of M-32

• 621 Garfield Street, Vanderbilt near H&H Tube
• 247 Old State Road across from the cemetery, near Waters
• 2932 Rock Road, Johannesburg at the Transfer Station
There is information at each site on what can be recycled and how to use
the bins. Recycling guides are also available at each site.

2021 CALENDAR OF EVENTS & VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Office Hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 4:30pm Phone: (989)732-4021 Website: www.otsegocd.org
We’re always adding to our calendar; visit our website or ‘Like’ our Facebook page for updates throughout the year

February
23-25

May
9am-4pm

Greenhouse Planting - Nursery

1

8:30am-5pm Spring Tree Sale - Education Center

*Volunteer Opportunity
March

21

19-23

9am-4pm

26-29

9am-4pm

9am-2pm

Greenhouse Transplanting - Nursery
Tree Packing - Education Center
*Volunteer Opportunity
Tree Packing - Education Center

*Volunteer Opportunity
8:30am-5pm Spring Tree Sale - Education Center
*Volunteer Opportunity

Household Hazardous Waste
- Otsego County Road Commission

June
5

9am-3pm

Native Plant Nursery Open House

5

9am-12pm

Mushroom Log Workshop

26
July

Art in the Garden Festival

TBD
August

Conservation Day Camp

28
Look for Updates at www.otsegocd.org

Household Hazardous Waste
- Otsego County Road Commission

22
9am-4pm

*Volunteer Opportunity

30

2pm-5pm

Tree Sale Order Deadline

26
April
6-8

*Volunteer Opportunity

9am-2pm

Household Hazardous Waste
- Otsego County Road Commission

OCD board meetings are open to the public and held on the second Thursday of the month at 9 a.m. in
the Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center, 800 Livingston Blvd., Gaylord
All programs and services of the Conservation District and NRCS prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or familial status.

9th Annual
Art in the Garden
Festival
Saturday, June 26, 2021

To Celebrate & Benefit the
Otsego County Demonstration
Garden & Conservation Forest

Garden Bed Rentals!
$25 per bed

Join the family garden program and grow some
flowers, veggies, or fruit. Beds are located in
the Demonstration Gardens at 459 Livingston
Blvd and are accessible throughout the year.
Call 989-732-4021 to rent

Live Music  Art Displays  Local Eats
Outdoor Workshops  Silent Auction  Art Fair
For information or to register as an art
vendor, call the Otsego Conservation
District at 989-732-4021.

2019 Plat Book
The 2019 Otsego County Plat Book is
available for $30 or $38.28 shipped
(tax included) at the Otsego
Conservation District.
Plat books may also be purchased at
Gaylord Chamber of Commerce, and
Saturn Booksellers.

RESOURCES
Responsible Energy Development

132 N. Otsego Ave., Gaylord, MI 49735
989-732-9400

Scott D. Lampert

