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Otsego Conservation District Mission
The mission of the Otsego Conservation District is to assist the people of
Otsego County in the wise use and management of their natural resources,
for a healthy environment and sustained economic growth.
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Whether you use firewood for heating your home or just having a bonfire outside, it is very important
to know where your firewood is coming from, also when and how the tree died. Knowing this information
can protect the trees on your own property or your favorite camping sites. Many of the forest pests and
diseases that are in Michigan often get transported through this movement. There are three common forest
health issues that are currently affecting Otsego County.
The first being Beech Bark Disease which effects Beech trees. You might be asking how can I identify
if my tree has beech bark disease? The first sign of beech bark disease is a white, powdery substance on
the bark of beech trees that is caused by a tiny insect called a scale. This scale insect injects a fungus into
the tree. Although the outside of the tree may look healthy with this substance present, it will still cause
the tree to weaken and be extremely brittle, causing “beech snap”. “Beech snap” is when the tree can
break in half due to being weak and top heavy. Many forest landowners are removing beech from their
woods to sell if it has not been infected. If it has been infected it can be used for firewood, however it
should not be moved off the property.
The second is Rhizosphaera Needlecast that effects Spruce Trees. There are three spruce trees that are
most susceptible to this fungal needlecast including Colorado Blue spruce, White spruce and Black Hill
spruce. This fungus turns the tree’s needles reddish brown or purple and causes them to drop quickly. The
needles will begin dropping from the bottom and the fungus will work its way up the tree and out towards
the tips of the branches. Pruning trees to about 2-4 feet from the ground will help prevent this fungus from
attacking and killing trees. Some fungicides are effective in fighting the fungus, but must be applied to all
foliage on the tree.
The third is Oak Wilt this fungus can affect all oaks; however red oaks are the most susceptible. This
disease disrupts the transportation of water and nutrients from the roots to the branches of oak trees. Trees
infected by this disease show unexpected leaf drop in early to mid-summer, then quickly die within a
year. The pathogen is spread by roots underground, making it extremely difficult to control. It may also
spread when the spores are transported on insects or moved in firewood. There is no treatment for infected
trees. Severing the roots of infected trees is one control method to prevent the spread from sick trees to
healthy trees. If you are planning on purchasing oak firewood it is important to make sure that it is dry
and has been seasoned for at least 6 months to a year. At this point the bark should be falling off, this
means that the fungus can no longer survive.
Continued on Page 2

Otsego Conservation District’s Native Plant Nursery
Opens Saturday, June 11, 2022 ~ 9 am-3 pm

USDA-NRCS
810 S. Otsego Road
Gaylord, MI 49735
(989) 732-6526

Learn about the benefits of planting native Michigan perennials!
The greenhouse is located at 459 Livingston Blvd., near the Alpine Center,
within the Community Demonstration Garden..
We grow & sell over 50 varieties of Michigan native wildflowers & grasses.
See insert for available species and event details.

SEEDLING SALE &
SMALL FRUIT FUNDRAISER

May 6th & May 7th 2022; Preorders due March 18th

See inside for a
pull-out booklet
and order form

Private Landowner Assistance

Forest Health and Firewood (continued)
These three forest health
The picture below shows a
problems are just a few of the
Asian Longhorn beetle.
hundreds of pests and pathogens
that plague Michigan and its
surrounding states. Unfortunately,
there are a few forest health pests
and diseases that we should be on
the lookout for. This includes
Hemlock wooly adelgid, Balsam
wooly adelgid, Spotted lantern
fly, and Asian longhorn beetle. If
these forest pests are introduced in our area it can have devastating
effects.

As the forester for the Otsego Conservation District, it is my duty
to assist and educate the public in general conservation techniques
and sustainable forest management. The Forestry Assistance Program provides free advice and education on:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Forest Management
Private Forestry Referrals
Wildlife Habitat
Cost-shares
Forest Health
Invasive Species and Pests
and much, much more.

Bird Seed Wreaths

It may seem very overwhelming but there are preventative
measures that can be followed to help maintain and increase the
health of your forest. This includes making sure you are not moving
diseases or pests through firewood, cleaning off any equipment, and
keeping an eye out for any signs of pests and diseases. Forest health
encompasses every factor influencing
The picture below shows a
an ecosystem including water quality,
Spotted Lantern Fly.
timber management, wildlife, pests
and diseases, these are all factors that
influence how a forest functions.

Looking for a fun project to benefit wildlife, try making a bird
seed wreath. Combine the following ingredients:
• 3/4 cup all-purpose flour
• 1/2 cup warm water
• 3 tablespoons light corn syrup
• 1 package unflavored gelatin
• 4 cups bird food,
• Optional: peanuts, berries, dried fruits

If you have questions on forest pests
and diseases contact District Forester
Joellen Saugrich today at (989)7324021 or

Place this mixture into a greased Bundt pan or other mold, or
shape by hand then let harden. Remove from the mold and hang it
on a tree using ribbon or twine. Alternatives molds could include
cookie cutters for smaller versions.

American Tree Farm System
Community, Recognition, Legacy

Qualified Forest Program
The Qualified Forest Program (QFP) encourages landowners
to actively manage their privately owned forests in exchange
for a tax exemption from their local school operating millage.

American Tree Farm is a national program developed to promote the sustainable management of
family forest land.
Properties with 10 to 10,000 acres of woodland are invited to apply. There is no fee to enter into or withdrawal from this program.
Benefits of Tree Farm Certification include free on-site advice from
professional foresters, invitation to TF Field Days and workshops,
updates on the latest best practices and standards, and access to tools
and information to keep your forest productive and healthy.
Visit TreeFarmSystem.org/Michigan for more info.

Why Enroll Your Property?

MAEAP Forest, Wetlands, Habitat A*Syst

• Ensure your land is being
managed sustainably

• Tax Exemption up to 16 mils on •
non-homestead properties
•
• Prevents “uncapping” of a
•
property’s taxable value

Verification in the Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance
Program (MAEAP) recognizes the sustainable management practices • Public access not required
implemented by landowners on their property. Confidential, one-onone guidance from a forester or technician can provide the following
benefits to those interested in MAEAP:
•
•
•
•
•

Provide Wildlife Habitat
Confidential Review of Best Management Practices
Ensure Protection of MI’s Water & Soil
Demonstrate Land is Managed by Written Plan
Risk Assessment Tools and Resources

Who’s Qualified?
20+ acre Properties

No maximum acreage
Meet productivity and
stocking requirements

• Those who have/want a
forest management plan
Learn more at
Michigan.gov/QFP

If you own land in Otsego, Crawford, or Roscommon counties and
would like to schedule a free visit and are in need of forestry assistance or if you are interested in any of the programs above.
Please call Joellen Saugrich, Conservation District
Forester at (989)-732-4021 or email jsaugrich@otsegocountymi.gov

TEN EASY WAYS TO KILL A
TREE SEEDLING
Article #10, By Bill Cook

Almost everyone likes to plant trees, even though it is a lot of
work. If you intend to plant trees this spring, consider the following
tips and ten most common ways to kill tree seedlings.
Planting is only one step in the process of a successful tree establishment project. The first step is to select the right tree species for
the site. Much sweat and many dollars have been squandered by
poor species-site choices. The second step is to properly prepare the
site to be planted. Competing vegetation commonly overwhelms
young seedlings. Old fields can be brutal, if not properly prepared. Good nursery stock will go a long way in the favor of trees,
but even the best may succumb to sod, or poor weather. The third
step is the actual planting, which requires proper technique. Only a
few minutes in sun and wind can kill exposed bare-root seedlings. The last step has to do with caring for the trees until they are
tall enough to reach above all the other vegetation in their vicinity. This usually means the removal of brush or grass within the next
few years.
So, what are the ten common tree planting mistakes? One, exposing the roots to too much sun or wind. Five minutes lying on the
ground or hanging out of your planting pouch can kill seedlings. Two, temporary storage covers get blown away on planting
day leaving roots exposed. Three, seedlings bake under tarps or in
bags from lying in the sun. Remember, the shade of tree moves during the day! Four, soil is not packed firmly enough around the
roots. Five, seedlings are planted too deep or too shallow. Six, roots
are bent up in the planting hole (J-rooting) or are not spread out well
enough. Seven, the second hole is not closed (poor planting bar
technique). Eight, more than one tree is planted per hole. Nine,
seedlings are planted in the duff and not into the mineral soil. And
ten, seedlings are not planted promptly and are poorly stored. Bags
or containers must be kept in a cool, shady place. Seedlings can also
be “heeled-in”, which means temporarily burying the roots of many
seedlings in one hole, in a shady place, making sure there are no air
pockets. However, it’s best to plant as soon as possible. With a little
more work and a healthy dose of care, those seedlings can be planted
with a reasonable chance of survival. For answers to your questions,
call your Conservation District (989)-732-4021).

Upcoming 2022 Events
Events
•
•
•
•
•

Snowshoe Hike - Feb 19th, 1-3pm (Cross
Country Ski Headquarters, Roscommon)
Tree Selection and Planting - March 10th,
5-6pm (Nature Center, Gaylord)
Fruit Tree Pruning Demonstration - April 2nd
Forestry for Birds - May 25th, 8am (Gahagan Nature Preserve
Roscommon)
Edible Landscape - June 11th, 11am (Nature Center, Gaylord)
• Native Plants and Birds - June 7th (Nature
Center, Gaylord)

RSVP for 2022 Events
Contact Joellen at (989)732-4021 or
jsaugrich@otsegocountymi.gov for more
information on how to RSVP.

We are always adding to our calendar,
be on the lookout of updates and additional events!
Facebook: www.facebook.com/otsegocd
Website: www.otsegocd.org/forestry

Elaine Green

Tree-mendous Joke Corner
Q: How do trees access the
internet?
A: They log on.
Q: Why did the tree need to take
a nap?
A: For rest.

An innocent pipe sticking out of the ground?
Recently I was contacted by a hunter in our area that thought he
found an old abandoned well. He gave me the location and I went
out there and sure enough in an old house foundation there was a
pipe sticking up out of the ground open to the sky. To the average
person they might not see it for what it is. But luckily, he
recognized it. It was an abandoned well that was not properly
decommissioned. In Michigan it is estimated that there are over 1
million open, abandoned wells. Do you have one on your
property? Is there an old foundation somewhere on the property?
Do you know what to look for? Abandoned wells need to be
decommissioned. Decommissioning a well is the permanent
closure of a well no longer in use.
So, what should you look for?
Wells come in all shapes and sizes. You may have a pipe sticking
above the ground in your yard. The pipe could be between 1 and 5
inches in diameter. There
might be an old hand pump or
windmill foundation. A
concrete slab or old boards
may be hiding a pit where a
well is located. A ring of
rocks, bricks, or concrete over
1 foot in diameter may be a
dug well. Sometimes an old
foundation of a house can hide
a well. Lilacs, old apple trees,
and other vegetation that might constitute an old homestead may
hide a well. A shallow depression in the yard could be an old well
that was buried. You may have to use a metal detector to find its
exact location.
Why should you close it?
Abandoned wells pose a safety hazard. Abandoned well pits, dug
wells, and larger diameter wells are dangerous. Adults, children,
small animals, and livestock can be hurt or killed by falling into
them. An abandoned well is also a health hazard. It is a direct
conduit to the groundwater.

JOHNSTON’S
LANDSCAPING, LLC
RESIDENTIAL
• Retaining Walls
• Flagstone/Pavers
• Walkways/Patios

•
•
•
•

COMMERCIAL

• Lot Clean Ups
Sprinkler Systems
• Final Grading
Hydroseeding/sod
• Snow Removal
Lawn Maintenance
Driveways Graded/Graveled

Fully Insured
JEFF JOHNSTON

Free Estimates
(989) 731-9621

Any pesticide, fertilizer, or other
hazardous substance can travel
down the abandoned well directly
into the groundwater. The other
reason to close an abandoned well
is because it’s the law. If you
abandon a well after November
22, 1993, by law you must have it
decommissioned.
Now you might be saying, why can’t I just put a cap of some sort
over the top? That should stop anything from getting into the well,
right? Not exactly. A cap may stop surface water from entering a
well. However, a casing on a well can crack or break below the
surface. A steel casing may corrode over time and any breech in
the casing will allow for contaminants to reach the groundwater.
How do you get a well closed? There are only two people by law
who can close a well. A landowner and a licensed well driller. I
recommend having a well driller do the work. Well drillers have
the right tools and materials to decommission a well. If you find
an old well on your property and want to know more about how to
properly decommission it, please call, Chris Anderson, MAEAP
Technician at (231) 582-6193.

What are the Top Natural Resource
Concerns in Otsego County
Every five years, the Otsego Conservation District
(OCD) looks for feedback from the residents of
Otsego County regarding the top natural resources
concerns. We have put together a short survey to
help us identified these concerns and direct the work
we focus on for the next five years.
The survey can be filled out by going to our
website www.otsegocd.org and clicking on this link
https://forms.gle/DNAZBuD5WK9v9ENu5 that
will take you to Google forms.
For a paper copy, please contact
the OCD at 989-732-4021.
Completed surveys can be
emailed to
posburn@otsegocountymi.gov,
mailed or dropped off at the OCD
office at 800 Livingston Blvd.,
Suite 4A, Gaylord Michigan

MSU Extension Requests Survey
of Gypsy Moth Egg Masses

NRCS Announces Conservation Funding
Opportunities for 2022
USDA has several fiscal year 2022 assistance opportunities for
agricultural producers and private landowners for key programs,
such as the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP), and Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP).
Through conservation programs, USDA’s Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) provides technical and financial
assistance to help producers and landowners make conservation
improvements on their land that benefit natural resources, build
resiliency, and contribute to the nation’s broader effort to
combat the impacts of
climate change.
Applying for Assistance
NRCS accepts applications
for its conservation
programs year-round. State Technical Committees, composed of
representatives from conservation and agricultural-related
organizations, work with NRCS to set state-specific, ranking dates
to evaluate applications for funding. These dates account for
producer needs, staff workload and ensure potential participants
have ample opportunity to apply. Producers should apply by their
state’s ranking dates to be considered for funding in the current
cycle.
Funding is provided through a competitive process. State-specific,
ranking dates for all programs are available. Applications received
after ranking dates will be automatically deferred to the next
funding period.

Producers, landowners, and forest managers interested in
applying for assistance should contact the Bellaire NRCS office at
1-231-533-6450 ext. 3 or email at Monica.Caster@usda.gov

Attention, Otsego residents! Now is the perfect
time of the year to survey your property for Gypsy Moth Egg Masses
and report your findings. Lymantria dispar (known as gypsy moth)
are caterpillars that feed on leaves of mostly oak and aspen; it will
also feed on over 300 other species of trees from late May until midJuly. In the past few years, Michigan has experienced an outbreak of
gypsy moth caterpillars, causing defoliation of favored trees
throughout the month of June.
Surveying of egg masses from Otsego County property owners
will help predict how prolific the caterpillars will be in the spring and
summer of 2022. Pest managers can use this information to predict
whether caterpillars will be abundant enough to cause serious
defoliation. Egg masses are usually the size of a quarter, are
brownish tan in color and can be found on tree branches, bark or on
any thing outdoors. For more information and photos see the web
site. https://www.canr.msu.edu/ipm/Invasive_species/gypsy-moth/
Otsego County residents are encouraged to
visit the MSU Extension Website anytime
throughout the winter to report egg masses.
https://forms.office.com/r/fJQE1AYbvu Follow
the questions provided on the form to determine
how to survey properly. The information you
provide is strictly used for education, surveying,
and the collection of data purposes in Otsego
County. For more information call MSUE at
989-731-0272.

Otsego Conservation District
Gift Certificates available for
Native Plants!
Plugs $2.50 each Quarts $4.50 each
36 Plugs or 16 Quarts (mixed species) - $75
Full Tray (5 or more trays of one species per tray) - $55.00
For additional details & to order,
call 989-732-4021 or check out
www.otsegocd.org/our-native-plant-catalog

Benefits of Recycling

By Tara A. Jans
It’s a beautiful day to recycle. As the Recycling Coordinator for Otsego County, I check on the recycling sites on a
regular basis and I often meet many fellow recyclers at the sites. I’m usually cleaning and managing the disposal
on the non-recyclables “junk” that are left outside the bins. I like introducing myself and while chatting with
recyclers I mention that I work for the Otsego Conservation District, and that we maintain the recycling sites. I
often get a “thank you” or “I didn’t know that”. This of course leads to more chatting and more inquiries. Two of
the most common questions asked “are our recyclables actually being recycled,” and “how can I tell that I’m
making a difference?”. Well I can address both of those and I am happy to do it.
Yes, our recyclables are being recycled and they are being recycled right here in Michigan. Otsego County’s
recyclables are being recycled at a 99.9% circular effect which means most everything we recycle is recycled here
in Michigan, and then consumed again and so on. For example, the corrugated cardboard and paper products are recycled in Battle Creek
and Lansing, at WestRock, a global company. The facilities recycle the cardboard and paper products into corrugated containers,
paperboard, folding containers (takeout containers). As for the glass recyclables they are broken down by American Waste/GFL
Environmental and used in the making the final layer of the aggregated roads that access their landfill. It’s the most cost-effective way for
them to have the mixed glass material repurposed. Plastics #1- #3 are recycled at Clean Tech, in Dundee, and turned into milk or water jugs
and soap or laundry soap containers. The higher number plastics #4-#7 are made into cut pieces that are put together in a mixed formula to
make a blended fuel. The formulas are provided by the consumer and it is compiled at the American Waste/GFL Environmental facility in
Traverse City. Our recycled metals (tin, steel, and aluminum) are taken to A&L in Gaylord, or Padnos in Traverse City where they are
purchased by refining companies and transported to mills to be melted down and made into a number of various products like car parts to
soup cans.
As for hands-on knowledge on the impact you are having by recycling you can check out
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Individual Waste Reduction Model, (iWARM)
https:/epa.gov/sites/default/files/2016-07/iwarm_v2.xlsm, you must have excel on your
computer to access the model, it is a great tool to use to view your recycling impact in
greenhouse gas and energy savings by recycling. iWARM was simplified and was used to
create the Save Energy by Recycling web widget https://epa.gov/sites/production/files/
widgets/iwarm-skinny.html this widget allows you to choose recyclables like aluminum
can, glass bottle, plastic bottle, weekly magazine, or plastic grocery bag and the amount you
are recycling. Then you choose a listed appliance like laptop computer, hair dryer, air
conditioner, or 60W equivalent compact fluorescent light bulb. Once you have chosen your
recyclable, amount you recycled and appliance the widget calculates the amount of energy
you saved to power your chosen appliance by recycling your chosen recyclable.
It is a joy to be the Recycling Coordinator for Otsego County and my reward comes from
every recycler who says, “I am keeping this stuff out of the landfill, and saving money by
recycling” or “I am so glad we have a recycling program; thanks for all you do.” There is information at each recycling site on what can be
recycled. Also, if you’d like to learn more check out our website otsegocd.org or call or email Tara Jans at (989) 732-4021 or
tjans@otsegocountymi.gov. Recycle today for a better tomorrow!
Sources Used: EPA.gov and American Waste

OTSEGO COUNTY
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL
& ELECTRONICS DAY
June 4th, 2022
Location : Otsego County
Road Commission
669 W. McCoy Rd.
Gaylord, Michigan
For information:
Otsego Conservation District
(989) 732-4021 or otsegocd.org

Give a gift that keeps giving.

The Otsego Conservation District has an endowment
fund through the Otsego County Community Foundation
so we may continue to offer educational opportunities
to our residents for years to come. If you would like to
give a gift that keeps on giving please call the
Community Foundation at 989-731-0597 for details.

9th Annual
Art in the Garden
Festival
Saturday, June 25, 2022

Garden Bed Rentals!
$25 per bed

Join the family garden program and grow some
flowers, veggies, or fruit. Beds are located in
the Demonstration Gardens at 459 Livingston
Blvd and are accessible throughout the year.

To Celebrate the 25th
Anniversary of the
Otsego County Demonstration
Garden & Conservation Forest

Call 989-732-4021 to rent

Live Music  Art Displays  Local Eats
Outdoor Workshops  Silent Auction  Art Fair
For information or to register as an art
vendor, call the Otsego Conservation
District at 989-732-4021.

2019 Plat Book
The 2019 Otsego County Plat Book
is available for $30 or $38.28
shipped (tax included) at the Otsego
Conservation District.
Plat books may also be purchased at
Gaylord Chamber of Commerce, and
Saturn Booksellers.

D’s Honda Sales & Service
2516 M-32 W.
Alpena, MI 49707
Phone:
1-989-356-6317
Don

Fax:
1-989-356-3032

Deanna Dean Dennis Tyler
www.dshondasales.com
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If you wish to be removed/
added to our mailing list or
prefer to have your newsletter
sent by email, please call
989-732-4021 or email
tjans@otsegocountymi.gov

2022 CALENDAR OF EVENTS & VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Office Hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 4:30pm Phone: (989)732-4021 Website: www.otsegocd.org
We’re always adding to our calendar; visit our website or ‘Like’ our Facebook page for updates throughout the year

February
19th

May
1pm-3pm

Winter Tree ID Snowshoe Hike

6-7

8:30am-

March
1-2

*Volunteer Opportunity
9am-4pm

Greenhouse Planting - Nursery
*Volunteer Opportunity

10th

5pm-6pm

18

25-29

9am-4pm
9am-4pm

9am-4pm

8am

Bird Watching and Forestry

June
3

3pm-5pm Household Hazardous Waste Day

Tree Sale Order Deadline

4

9am-2pm HHWD - Otsego County Road Commission

11

9am-3pm Greenhouse Opening

Greenhouse Transplanting - Nursery

11

*Volunteer Opportunity

14

9am-4pm Otsego Demonstration Garden Work Bee

Tree Packing - Education Center

21

9am-4pm Otsego Demonstration Garden Work Bee

*Volunteer Opportunity

23

9am-4pm Otsego Demonstration Garden Work Bee

May
2-5

25

Tree-Planting and Selection Workshop

April
12-13

Spring Tree Sale - Nature Center

Tree Packing - Education Center
*Volunteer Opportunity

11am

Edible Landscape Workshop– Nursery

24

9am-4pm Otsego Demonstration Garden Work Bee

25

10am-5pm Art in the Garden Festival Demonstration
Garden - Gardens 25th Anniversary

Look for Updates at www.otsegocd.org
OCD board meetings are open to the public and held on the second Thursday of the month at 9 a.m. in
the Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center, 800 Livingston Blvd., Gaylord
All programs and services of the Conservation District and NRCS prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color,
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or familial status.

