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SEEDLING  SALE   &  

SMALL  FRUIT  FUNDRAISER  
April 28th & April 29th 2023; Preorders due March 24th 

Otsego Conservation District 

The Otsego Conserver 
 

Winter & Spring 2023    

“Working for a greater harmony with our natural resources” 

See inside for a  
pull-out booklet 
and order form. 

Otsego Conservation District Mission 
 

The mission of the Otsego Conservation District is to assist the people of  

Otsego County in the wise use and management of their natural resources,  

for a healthy environment and sustained economic growth. 

Small Batch Maple Syrup 

 Have you been thinking of making your own maple syrup? Well, Northern Michigan is a great area due 
to our large amount of sugar maple trees. Sugar maple is a dominate 
species in northern hardwood forest and can be easily found.  

 It is important to begin by identifying your maple trees and their 
species, there are two main types of maples in Michigan (Red and Sugar). 
The first, red maple can be used for syrup production however, it does not 
contain as high of a sugar content as sugar maples do. The second one, 
sugar maple can be identified a few different ways, but the easiest is by 
their leaves. They are 5 lobed and wider at the base than at the top. You 
can also use the bark and the buds to identify, this can be challenging due 
to the age of the tree and the height of the branches. Once you have 
identified the trees you are going to be using to make your syrup, mark 
them someway, such as using tree marking paint, ribbon, or flagging. If 
you are working with a large area, use a GPS that way they are easy to 
find in the spring when they have no leaves.  

 After you have your trees marked out, you should start gathering your supplies. This includes your 
taps, drill to place your taps with, tubing (optional), buckets or bags 
to collect the sap, a large pot or pan to boil your sap in, jars to store 
your syrup in, hydrometer or candy thermometer to test your syrup. 
When it comes to knowing the number of taps, feet of tubing, 
buckets or bags you need, you will have to determine the diameter 
of your trees. When you set your taps in the tree it is important to 
measure the diameter of your trees before beginning because you do 
not want to put more taps in your tree than suggested. If the 
diameter is between 10 to 20 inches you should only use one tap, if 
the tree is between 20 to 25 inches you can place 2 taps and then 
any trees larger than 25 inches you can add an additional tap. Be 

sure not to use too many taps as it can weaken your tree and potentially 
cause it to die in the future. Continued on Page 2 

Otsego Conservation District’s Native Plant Nursery 

Opens Saturday, June 3rd, 2023 ~ 9 am-3 pm 

 

Learn about the benefits of planting native Michigan perennials!  
The greenhouse is located at 459 Livingston Blvd., near the Alpine Center,      

within the Community Demonstration Garden.. 
 

We grow & sell over 50 varieties of Michigan native wildflowers & grasses.  
See insert for available species and event details. 

The picture above shows a 
sugar maple leaf with 5 lobes. 

The picture above shows a tap 
in a maple tree.  



 

Small Batch Maple Syrup (continued)  
 

  Once you have all of your supplies, wait until the perfect temperature to collect sap in the spring. In northern Michigan this is typically near the 
end of  March or early April. The temperature you want to look for is around 40 during the day but still freezing at night. This provides the 
trees with an environment for rapid and massive releases of sap. During this prime time trees can 
produce anywhere from 6 to 20 gallons of sap. It is important to check on your trees at least once a day to 
empty buckets or bags. If you are using a tubing system to transport all the sap to one location, check 
your lines in case they become disconnected from wind, snow or animals.  

 Once you have set up your taps and are collecting sap you can begin the boiling process. A 
large pot comes in handy or use multiple. It is recommended to start this boiling outside as the 
condensation can be sticky due to the sugar content in the sap and be hard to remove from your 
kitchen. However, you can finish your syrup in the house to get it to the right temperature. As you 
continue on your maple syrup making journey you could eventually transition from using pans to 
using an evaporation system.  

 When you start the boiling process continue to add sap to the pot throughout the day. You want 
your final temperature to be around 185 to 190 degrees Fahrenheit. Filter your syrup using 

something that is white cotton or wool to remove any sediment 
found in the syrup. Filtering your syrup will remove any sediment that could contaminate your syrup after 
processing.  

 Once you have your syrup store it in glass, plastic, or even metal jars. First, sanitize your jars in hot water, 
this will help to remove any bacteria or mold. Once you have warm, clean, dry jars fill up the jars with hot syrup  
in the 185 to 190 degree range. You may need to reheat your syrup if it has cooled below 185 degrees. After 
filling your jars securely place the lids and store for up to two years in a cool dark place. If you decided to open 
them you will then need to store the remaining syrup in the fridge, this will keep for up to one year.  

After you have made your delicious homemade maple syrup you may feel adventurous enough to try out some 
other tree species. These tree species include other types of maples such as red, silver, black walnut and paper 
birch. If you have questions about your forest or identifying trees contact District Forester, Joellen Saugrich 
today at (989)732-4021 or jsaugrich@otsegocountymi.gov.  

Information for this article came from the Michigan DNR and MSU extension.  

Why Enroll Your Property? 

• Tax Exemption up to 16 mils on 
non-homestead properties 

• Prevents “uncapping” of a  

   property’s taxable value 

• Ensure your land is being  

   managed sustainably 

• Public access not required 

Qualified Forest Program 

The Qualified Forest Program (QFP) encourages landowners 
to actively manage their privately owned forests in exchange 
for a tax exemption from their local school operating millage. 

Enrollment Deadline is September 1st, 2023.  

Who’s Qualified? 

• 20+ acre Properties 

• No maximum acreage 

• Meet productivity and 
stocking requirements 

• Those who have/want a 
forest management plan 

Learn more at  
Michigan.gov/QFP 

MAEAP Forest, Wetlands, Habitat A*Syst 
 Verification in the Michigan Agriculture Environmental Assurance 
Program (MAEAP)  recognizes the sustainable management practices 
implemented by landowners on their property. Confidential, one-on-
one guidance from a forester or technician can provide the following 
benefits to those interested in MAEAP:  

• Provide Wildlife Habitat  

• Confidential Review of Best Management Practices 

• Ensure Protection of MI’s Water & Soil  

• Demonstrate Land is Managed by Written Plan 

• Risk Assessment Tools and Resources  

American Tree Farm System 
 

Community, Recognition, Legacy 
 

 American Tree Farm is a national program devel-
oped to promote the sustainable management of 
family forest land. 

 Properties with 10 to 10,000 acres of woodland are invited to ap-
ply. There is no fee to enter into or withdrawal from this program. 
Benefits of Tree Farm Certification include free on-site advice from 
professional foresters, invitation to Tree Farm Field Days and work-
shops, updates on the latest best practices and standards, and access 
to tools and information to keep your forest productive and healthy. 

Visit TreeFarmSystem.org/Michigan for more info.  

  

If you own land in Otsego, Crawford, or Roscommon counties and 
would like to schedule a free visit and are in need of forestry assis-

tance or if you are interested in any of the programs above.  
Please call Joellen Saugrich, Conservation District  

Forester at (989)-732-4021 or email jsaugrich@otsegocountymi.gov 

The picture below shows the 
boiling of maple syrup. 

The picture below shows 
maple syrup.  

mailto:todell@otsegocountymi.gov


 

At my latitude in the southern Upper Peninsula, the spring peepers 
begin with a few peeps in early April, rarely in late March.  By mid-
May, certain woodlands are a-scream with hoards of the little 
buggers. Within the cloud of peeper screeching, a listener will also 
find the sounds of the chorus frog.  Imagine running a fingernail 
along the teeth of comb.  That’s similar to a chorus frog. Ever try 
sneaking-up on a pond rife with singing peepers?  Good luck. When 
you’re breakfast for an entire host of predators, evolution has left the 
survivors mighty sensitive to movement.  Yet, if you wait long 
enough, and don’t move, the singers will eventually return to their 
songs. Not long after the peepers and chorus frogs, the wood frogs 
call.  They sound a bit like quacking baby ducks, or chewing on a 
piece of rubber. I think my favorites are the toads.  The belt out arias 
of single tones of twenty to thirty seconds, each toad a bit off-pitch 
from another.  An hour after sunset, one might think alien invaders 
have landed. Then all summer long, the treefrogs blurt out their 
presence.  I liken the sound to high-pitched baby farts in a 
bathtub.  Maybe I shouldn’t use that word, but I’ll bet you’ll 
remember it when you wonder about those woodland 
sounds.  Treefrog songs can easily be mistaken for a bird call.  It’s 
these guys that you sometimes find on window sills during the 
summer.  They can be gray, brown, or green. These five species are 
what I consider to be the woodland frogs, including the toad.  There 
are other frogs more oriented towards wetlands, such green frogs, 
mink frogs, pickerel frogs, leopard frogs, and bullfrogs.  They each 
have their own peculiar sounds.  Michigan sports about 25 species of 
amphibians, mostly frogs and salamanders, which in the world of  

 
R E S O U R C E S  

132 N. Otsego Ave. 
Gaylord, MI  49735 

989-732-9400 

Responsible Energy Development 

 
 

Scott Lampert Ph 989.732.9400 
Fax 989.732.8383 

                 

Upcoming 2023 Events 
 

Forestry Events 
 

• Snowshoe Hike - February 18, 
Roscommon 

• Kids Snow Track ID - February 25, Otsego  

• Small Batch Maple Syrup - March, Otsego 

• Edible Landscapes - March, Roscommon 

• Fruit Tree Pruning - April, Roscommon and Otsego 

• Forest Health - May, Otsego and Roscommon 

• Invasive Species - Otsego 
 
RSVP for 2023 Events 
Contact Joellen at (989)732-4021 or 
jsaugrich@otsegocountymi.gov for more information on how to 
RSVP or for suggestions for events you would like to see.  
 

We are always adding to our calendar, 
be on the lookout for updates and additional events! 

 

amphibians is a rather small showing.  Cold northern latitudes are 
not friendly to little critters with thin skins.  All of our Lake States 
frogs (and toads) need ponds for breeding.   

Who doesn’t remember tadpole biology from elementary school, 
and the miracle of “metamorphosis”?  In adulthood, woodland 
frogs tend to leave the pond for much of the summer.  This is a 
fine adaptation, as many of those spring ponds, called “vernal 
pools” by many, usually dry-up.    For woodland owners, listening 
to the sequence of amphibian mating calls is a particularly 
delightful rite of the spring season. 
A managed forest can enhance woodland frog habitat.  Those 
vernal pools need protection, which isn’t a hard thing to do.  Just 
keep out of them. Larger downed branches and logs make for good 
habitat, both for hot summer days and overwintering.  Logging can 
generate quantities of this valuable habitat component.    
Opening the forest canopy allows more sunlight, which encourages 
the growth of shrubs and baby trees.  This understory layer 
provides cooler and moister micro-environments where frogs like 
to hang-out. I cannot remember any forest owner who managed 
their woods just for frogs.  However, many of our timber 
management practices are also good for amphibians.  Of course, 
that’s true for many non-timber and wildlife habitat 
conditions. Part of the satisfaction of owning and managing a 
forest or woodland is understanding how management can enhance 
so many aspects of forest ecology.  Timber management creates 
many positive eddies of habitat management in its wake.  The 
spring season is an especially good time to discover these gems.   

Tadpoles and Timber 
Article #334, By Bill Cook 

If you are interested in any of the conservation districts 
programs or workshops check out our  Facebook and 

website for more information! 
 
 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/otsegocd 
Website: www.otsegocd.org/forestry 



 

 

 
2. Northwest Michigan 

Orchard and Vineyard 
Show – Grand Traverse 
Resort and Spa, Traverse 
City - January 17-18, 
2023 - Both days offer a variety of 
topics relating to research and 
information on tart cherries, sweet 
cherries, apples and wine grapes 
addressing production and 
marketing.  This is a great way to get 
up to date information in the fruit 
industry and not have to travel too 
far. 

 There are many more conferences and education meeting all 
over the state that are available.  I just wanted to highlight a few 
that I usually attend and know about.  Going to these qualify as 
phase 1 education sessions and if you have a question about 
whether or not a meeting you are going to is considered for phase 1 
credit, please contact me.  If you have questions 
about MAEAP and/or want to start the 
verification process, contact me, Chris Anderson, 
MAEAP Technician, (231) 582-6193. 

 
Farmer Continuing Education 

 I am writing this on a Friday after getting back from being in 
Grand Rapids for the past 3 days.  I was at the Great Lakes Expo or 
as it is also known, GLEXPO.  So, what is it and why am I writing 
about it?  Well let’s answer the second question first.  In 2011, when 
Public Acts 1 and 2 of 2011 were signed into law it changed the 
MAEAP program.  It made the verifications go from 3 years to 5 
years and it removed the continuing education requirement for farms 
being reverified.  The only education you need now to be verified in 
MAEAP is the initial phase 1 meeting or online training.  Hurrah!  
Right?  Well to quote Benjamin Franklin, “For the best return on 
your money, pour your purse into your head.”   
 Change is inevitable and one way to keep up with changes in some 
parts of agriculture is to attend a few different conferences.  I would 
like to highlight a few that are in our state that would be good for 
fruit and vegetable growers to go to.  They are listed below with a 
brief description.  
 
 

1. Great Lake Expo – Devos Place, Grand Rapids – December 
2023 - Over three days, the program includes sessions on 
fruit crops, vegetable crops, 
other specialty crops, 
greenhouse crop production and 
marketing, farm marketing ideas 
and operations, farmers’ 
markets and organic production 
and marketing. There are 
also sessions covering a 
diversity of general 
interest topics, including 
food safety and labor.  
There is also a large trade 
show with vendors from 
every aspect of a fruit and/
or vegetable growing 
operation.    

Liz Harding 
Sales/Owner 

 
(989) 731-2003 

 

2234 M-32 West 
Gaylord, MI 49735 

liz@hometownflooringdesign.com 

 

KIRKPATRICK, SLOUGH,  
DUITSMAN-COY, & MOTT, PLC 

Wm. Paul Slough       
Jennifer Duitsman-Coy 
Katherine E. Mott      
   

paul@gaylordlaw.com 
jennifer@galordlaw.com 

katie@gaylordlaw.com 

145 N. Otsego Ave. 
Gaylord, MI 49735 

(989) 732-2912 



 

Michigan Recycling Reporting Importance 
                                                        By Tara A. Jans  
 

How accurate is the measurement of recycled material in Michigan and why is this important?  In June 2016, as part of the Governor's 
Recycling Initiative, Part 175, Recycling Reporting, of Act 451 (recycling measurement law) became a law.  In response to the Governor’s 
Recycling Initiative, Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) worked with a variety of material recovery facilities:  
Michigan Waste and Recycling Association and the Institute of Scrap Recycling Industries developed legislation addressing the need of 
measuring the amount of materials recycled in Michigan. Prior to the initiative, and the recycling reporting law, there was no way for 
EGLE to collect data to measure Michigan’s recycling rate.  The act is commonly known as the recycling measurement law.  Part 175 
requires certain Recycling establishments to report the amount of materials recycled each year.  To better measure the amount of materials 
recycled in Michigan, recycling facilities not required to report are encouraged to voluntarily use the Michigan Recycling Reporting 
system, in Re-TRAC CONNECT.  Once collected, reported data will be totaled and made available online. The Recycling Economic 
Information (REI) Report for 2020 shows a more accurate description of what is being recycled in comparison to previous years.  As the 
chart shows below, there is a decrease in materials recycled in 2020. This information and data contains residential and commercial 
material only, as the Act 451, Part 175 of Recycling Reporting requires, this excludes industrial, construction and demolition, recreation 
areas, and hotels sectors.  The collection of this data helps economic growth of recycling in Michigan.  It indicates what needs to be 
improved upon, like building facilities for materials to be processed and recycled in.  It also shows trends of what materials are not being 
recycled or what types of recyclables are being recycled better then in past years.  Accurate information is key to fine tuning improvements 
for the recycling industry within Michigan.  For more information visit https://www.michigan.gov/egle/regulatory-assistance/regulations/
part-175-michigan-recycling-reporting and https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/materials-management/recycling/part-175-
recycling-reporting-summary, these sites where used as references to this article. 

 
Definitions 
 
Non-ferrous metals 
include aluminum, copper, 
lead, nickel, tin, titanium and 
zinc, as well as copper alloys 
like brass and bronze.  
 
Ferrous metals include steel, 
cast iron, as well as alloys of 
iron with other metals (such as 
with stainless steel).  
 

Otsego Conservation District Welcomes Libby Benjamin 
 

 Otsego Conservation District would like to introduce our new Environmental Education Specialist, 
Libby Benjamin.   Libby is excited to expand the Conservation District’s important programs, and to 
create new programs to serve the citizens of Otsego County.  Growing up, Libby spent her summers 
enjoying the outdoors on Mackinac Island.  Spending so much time in the woods and on the shores of 
Lake Huron cultivated a deep appreciation for Michigan’s natural resources.  Libby is looking forward 
to sharing that passion with the community through environmental education.  After graduating from 
Grand Valley State University with a B.S. in Natural Resources Management, Libby moved back up 
North, and has lived in Gaylord for four years.  Prior to joining the Otsego Conservation District, Libby 
did stewardship, outreach, and land protection work for HeadWaters Land Conservancy, and was a 
Huron Pines AmeriCorps member. 
 Libby is an avid reader, loves hiking with her dogs, being on the water, gardening, horseback riding, 

and spending time with family and friends on Mackinac Island.  In the winter she enjoys skiing, 
snowshoeing, and learning to ice skate.  She also takes classes and assistant teaches at 45th Parallel 

Dance in Gaylord.   For questions or program ideas, you can email lbenjamin@otsegocountymi.gov.  

 

JOHNSTON’S 
LANDSCAPING, LLC 

 
• Lot Clean Ups 

• Final Grading 
• Snow Removal 

RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL 
 

• Retaining Walls 

• Flagstone/Pavers 
• Walkways/Patios  

• Sprinkler  Systems  

• Hydroseeding/sod 
• Lawn Maintenance 

• Driveways Graded/Graveled  

Fully Insured         Free Estimates  

BBB Accredited Business (989) 731-9621 

 
TODD R. MALL 
PRESIDENT 

TRENDWELL 
ENERGY 
CORPORATION 

10 E. BRIDGE ST., SUITE 200 
PO BOX 560 
ROCKFORD, MI  49341 
PHONE:  616 866-5024 
FAX:   616 866-3750 

OIL & GAS EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION 
TODD@TRENDWELLENERGY.COM 



 

 

Give a gift that keeps giving. 
The Otsego Conservation District has an endowment 

fund through the Otsego County Community 
Foundation so we may continue to offer educational 

opportunities to our residents for years to come. If you 
would like to give a gift that keeps on giving please call 
the Community Foundation at 989-731-0597 for details. 

 
 

OTSEGO COUNTY  
HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE DISPOSAL DAY 

July 8, 2023 
9am-2pm 

Location : Otsego County  
Road Commission 
669 W. McCoy Rd. 

 
For information: 

Otsego Conservation District  
(989) 732-4021 or otsegocd.org 

 

 

Free technical and financial assistance is available through the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service for landowners wishing to implement 
conservation practices on their land.  Over the past 6 months since I’ve come on 
board this past June as the new District Conservationist at the NRCS Gaylord 
Service Center (Otsego, Crawford, and Roscommon counties), I have worked 
with over 80 landowners covering 3,600 acres to help them better manage the natural resources on their property.  
Some of the projects we’ve installed throughout the area include: 
 

•  Forest Stand Improvement practices  

•  Tree Plantings for Reforestation & Wildlife Habitat 

•  Wildflower Seedings for Pollinator Habitat 

•  Cover Crops on Cropland for Soil Health 

•  Hoops Houses for Crop Season Extension 

•  Forest Management Plans 

•  On-Farm Energy Audits 

•  Fencing & Watering Systems for Prescribed Grazing 

•  Pasture Seedings 

•  Invasive Species Removal 
 

If you are interested in any of the above practices, please call my office at (989) 732-6526 x111 and schedule a free site visit.  Technical 
assistance is available to all private landowners, however, to be eligible for financial assistance programs you must meet certain eligibility 
requirements. More detail on our USDA eligibility can be found at  https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/
michigan#assistance.  
 

Ryan Wysocki, District Conservationist 
Gaylord Field Office - Otsego, Crawford, and Roscommon Counties 
Email:  Ryan.Wysocki@usda.gov 
USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS) 
810 S. Otsego Ave. Suite 121 
Gaylord, MI  49735 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/michigan#assistance.
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/conservation-basics/conservation-by-state/michigan#assistance.
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2023 CALENDAR OF EVENTS & VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  
Office Hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 4:30pm Phone: (989)732-4021 Website: www.otsegocd.org 

We’re always adding to our calendar; visit our website or ‘Like’ our Facebook page for updates throughout the year 

If you wish to be removed or 
added to our mailing list or 

prefer to have your newsletter 
sent by email, please call  
989-732-4021 or email  

tjans@otsegocountymi.gov 

OCD board meetings are open to the public and held on the second Thursday of the month at 9 a.m.  
in the Multi-Purpose Room, Alpine Center, 800 Livingston Blvd., Gaylord  

All programs and services of the Conservation District and NRCS prohibit discrimination on the basis of race, color,  
national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital or familial status. 

 

February   April   

25th TBD Kids Snowshoe Wildlife Track Hike 28th-29th 8:30am-5pm Spring Tree Sale - Nature Center 

28th 9am-4pm Greenhouse Planting - Nursery   *Volunteer Opportunity  

  *Volunteer Opportunity  May   

March   23rd-25th 9am-4pm Otsego Demo Garden Spring Clean-up 

1st 9am-4pm Greenhouse Planting - Nursery   *Volunteer Opportunity  

  *Volunteer Opportunity  June   

24th  Tree Sale Order Deadline 3rd 9am-3pm Greenhouse Opening 

April   3rd 11am-12pm Flowers and Family Workshop 

11th-13th 9am-4pm Greenhouse Transplanting - Nursery  13th 9am-4pm Otsego Demonstration Garden Work Bee 

  *Volunteer Opportunity  15th 9am-4pm Otsego Demonstration Garden Work Bee 

18th-21st 9am-4pm Tree Packing - Education Center  20th 9am-4pm Otsego Demonstration Garden Work Bee 

  *Volunteer Opportunity 23rd 9am-4pm Otsego Demonstration Garden Work Bee 

24th-27th 9am-4pm Tree Packing - Education Center  24th 10am-5pm Art in the Garden Festival 

  *Volunteer Opportunity July   

Look for Updates at www.otsegocd.org   8th 9am-2pm Household Hazardous Waste Day 



 

 

Live Music  Art Displays  Local Eats  

Outdoor Workshops  Silent Auction  Art Fair 

 

11th Annual 

Art in the Garden 

Festival 
Saturday, June 24, 2023 

If you are a artist and would like to participate by   

selling and/or displaying you work give us a call. 

For information or to register as an art 

vendor, call the Otsego Conservation  

District at 989-732-4021. 

Garden Bed Rentals!  
$25 per bed  

Join the family garden program and grow some 

flowers, veggies, or fruit. Beds are located in 

the Demonstration Gardens at 459 Livingston 

Blvd and are accessible throughout the year.  

Call 989-732-4021 to rent 

 

2019 Plat Book 
 

The 2019 Otsego County Plat Book 
is available for $30 or $38.28 

shipped (tax included) at the Otsego 
Conservation District. 

 
Plat books may also be purchased at 

Gaylord Chamber of Commerce. 

 
 

Otsego Conservation District  

Gift Certificates available for  

Native Plants! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

For additional details & to order,  

call 989-732-4021 or check out 

www.otsegocd.org/our-native-plant-catalog 

Plugs $3.00 each  Quarts $5.00 each 

36 Plugs (mixed species) - $85.00 

or 16 Quarts (mixed species) - $75.00 

Full Tray (5 or more trays of one species per tray) - $65.00  

 

http://www.otsegocd.org/our-native-plant-catalog.html

