OTSEGO
CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Otsego Conservation District Mission
The mission of the Otsego Conservation District is to assist the people of
Otsego County in the wise use and management of their natural resources,
for a healthy environment and sustained economic growth.

Native Plant Nursery

Opens Saturday, May 30,
2026 ~ 9 am ~ 3 pm

Learn about the benefits of
planting native
Michigan perennials!
The greenhouse is
located at 459 Livingston
Blvd., near the Alpine Cen-
ter, within the
Community
Demonstration Garden.

Throughout the season District staff works to plan,
host, and find funding for a variety of community
events. Whether it’s the Art in the Garden Festival,
Youth Conservation Camp, workshops, After School
Programs, or other events, the District’s mission is
always kept front and center. All of these events and
activities would not be possible without the incredible
support of volunteers and the community. As the sea-
son of activities kicks off for 2026 please feel free to
share with district staff on what you would like to see.

SEEDLING SALE &
SMALL FRUIT FUNDRAISER
April 24th & 25th, 2026, Preorders due March 20th
See inside for a
species list and order form.




CTAP, MAEAP- A Year of Changes

So, here we are at the beginning of 2026
and let me tell you 2025 was a year like no
other. There have been a few big changes
to the program that I run for the northwest
tip of the mitt. First off there has been a
name change to the program that I run.
Most people know me as the MAEAP
technician for Charlevoix, Cheboygan,
Emmet, and Otsego Counties. Well, my
new title is conservation technician. Why
the change you may ask. Well, that’s what
the article is about.

The program I run is now called the
Conservation Technical Assistance Program
or CTAP. And no, MAEAP (Michigan
Agriculture  Environmental  Assurance
Program) did not go away. I still do that
program. But now in conjunction with
MAEAP I do a program called the
Regenerative Agriculture Program as

well. What does that involve?
Regenerative agriculture deals with soil
health and how to improve it. In the past
year all the technicians have been trained to
do soil health assessments and sampling.
So, in addition to my regular MAEAP
duties, I have also worked with local
farmers doing these soil health assessments
and sampling in their fields. Some of the
parts of the assessment are to look at water
infiltration, compaction, residue cover, soil
temperature, and more. I look at this
program as one more set of tools that a
farmer can use to help improve their
operation from the environmental side.
There are many things to look forward to
in the future with CTAP. If you have any
questions or would like to have a farm
assessment or a soil health assessment or
both please contact me. Chris Anderson —
Conservation Technician — (231) 582-6193

-

Check out our OWLS cost share
programs

Wildlife Habitat
Enhancement Program

Riparian Buffer Restoration

Pollinator Garden Planting

Costs share programs help Otsego Coun-
ty landowners do planting and restoration
projects by off setting the cost. Give us a
call for details on our 2026 programs

funded through the Otsego Wildlife Leg-
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Don’s Tractor & Equipment Sales

Sales - Parts - Service
2516 M-32 \(\1
Alpena, MI 4970
(989) 356-6317
FAX (989) 356-3023
Don, Deanna, Dean, Dennis & Tyler

|
www.donstractorsales.com

New Holland
Woods - Bush Hog
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O NRCS

WE CARE ABOUT
CONSERVATION

~

OTSEGO
@ COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION
Give a gift that keeps
giving.

The Otsego Conservation
District has an endowment fund
through the Otsego County
Community Foundation so we
may continue to offer
educational opportunities to our
residents for years to come. If
you would like to give a gift that
keeps on giving please call the
Community Foundation at
989-731-0597 for details or scan
below to give.

SCAN ME

Natural Resources Conservation
Service

Here’s a few Gaylord Field Office numbers
for 2025:
e FY 25 EQIP Obligations
- 10 applications obligated
- Total $50, 099.92
- Total 993.3 acres
e FY 25 CSP Obligations
- 11 applications obligated
- Total $516, 522.00
- Total 3, 621.6 acres
Active Contracts: 54
Current acres under NRCS contracts:
7, 006 acres
Current Total Active Contract Obligations:
$1, 409, 263.13

Here’s some examples of common practices
we can assist landowners with:

e  Forest Stand Improvement practices

e  Tree Plantings for Reforestation &
Wildlife Habitat

e Wildflower Seedings for Pollinator
Habitat

e Cover Crops on Cropland for Soil
Health

e  Hoop houses for Crop Season
Extension

e  Forest Management Plans

e On-Farm Energy Audits

e Fencing & Watering Systems for
Prescribed Grazing

e Pasture Seedings

e Invasive Species Removal

If you are interested in any of the above
practices, please call my office at (989) 732-
6526 x111 and schedule a free visit.

Ryan Wysocki

District Conservationist

Gaylord Field Office— Otsego, Crawford,
and Roscommon Counties

Email: Ryan.Wysocki@usda.gov



Biologic Carbon Sequestration

The U.S. Geological Survey says
biological carbon sequestering is the
natural ability of life and ecosystems to
store carbon. When carbon dioxide is
released into the atmosphere, forests, peat
marshes, and coastal wetlands pull it in and
store it in plant tissue like bark, and
extensive root systems. From here,
microbes break down plant and animal
tissue through decomposition to fully
process the carbon.

Why is this important in conservation
efforts? By planting trees and native
plants, a natural process is activated which
pulls excess carbon dioxide from the
atmosphere. This helps defend against
global warming, it improves the health of
ecosystems, it boosts soil fertility, and
supports all life on Earth.

It’s easy to contribute to this process by
planting native species on your property.
Native species provide the extensive root
systems needed to store carbon, and will
thrive naturally in their natural climate and
environment. For more information, visit
usgs.gov. Happy planting!

Biologic Carbon Sequestration

o - - A co,
Biologic carbon sequestration is

the natural ability of life and
ecosystems to store carbon.
Forests, peat marshes, and

coastal wetlands are particularly
good at storing carbon. co,

Recycling
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Five drop-off sites located through-
out the county are open 24/7 for
everyone’s convenience:

Check out our
Recycling Locations

¢ 931 8. Otsego Avenue,

Gaylord, near Jay’s Sporting Goods
¢ 71 Hayes Tower Road,

Gaylord, 550 feet south of M-32

¢ 021 Garfield Street,

Vanderbilt near H&H Tube

¢ 247 Old State Road across

from the Otsego Lake Cemetery, near
Waters

¢ 2932 Rock Road,

Johannesburg at the Transfer Station

There is information at each site on
what can be recycled and how to use
the bins. Recycling guides are also
available at each site- just
look for green kiosk.
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science for a changing world

U.S. Geological Survey studies
plants and animals. Scientists
identify which ecosystems
naturally store higher levels of
carbon.

Microbes
break down
plants and
ERIINETS
through
decomposition
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Plants store
carbon in their
bark, tissues,
and root
systems

Blue carbon is
the term for
atmospheric
carbon
captured by
oceans and
coastal
wetland
ecosystems



Home Composting: Reducing Food Waste

According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, food is the single most common
material sent to landfills every year. Home composting is an easy way to do your part in
reducing the amount of food waste in your community. Setting up a home compost
system is easy. Have a container in your kitchen to collect food waste like fruits, veggies,
egg shells, and coffee grounds. In your backyard, designate an area for a homemade or
store-bought compost bin for your kitchen scraps. Avoid things like meat, fish, bones,
dairy, and oils/grease as they will attract animals, and a backyard compost will most
likely not reach high enough temperatures to break them down. A good compost mixture
will contain carbon-rich materials (browns), nitrogen-rich materials (greens), water
(moisture), and air. Turning and mixing your compost occasionally will allow the heat

=

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS
WASTE DISPOSAL DAY

Saturday, July 11, 2026
9AM-2PM
Otsego County Road Commission
669 W. McCoy Rd.
Gaylord, Michigan

Accepted Items:

-Propane cylinders

-Fire extinguishers

-Batteries

-Fertilizers

-Oil-based paints & stains
-Paint thinners

-Household cleaners

-Inks & printer cartridges
-Lightbulbs & fluorescent tubes
-Mercury, thermometers
-Asbestos-contaminated materials
-Antifreeze

-Motor oil and gasoline
-Transmission/brake fluids
-More!

For a complete list of accepted and non-
accepted items:

Otsego Conservation District

K (989) 732-4021 or otsegocd.org

OTSEGO COUNTY \ /

AN

generated to disperse throughout the
materials, and promote steady
decomposition. Add moisture as
needed, and your compost will be
a ready in three to five months. It’s a
¢ great way to enhance your soil!

Electronic Recycling
The Otsego Conservation District offers

electronic recycling two times a month at
459 Livingston Blvd, Gaylord, MI 49735.

Accepted items include:

TV’s, monitors, computer towers, desktop
printers, laptops, tablets, cell phones, ca-
bles/cords/wires, radios, CD/DVD players,
microwaves, vacuums, hair dryers, and
some other household electronics.
Non-accepted items:
Refrigerators, freezers, A/C units, dehu-
midifiers, anything with freon

Cost by weight for all electronics: $0.75
per Ib

Collection Dates/Times
First Thursday of the month 4-5 PM by
appointment only
Third Monday of every month 9-11

*Schedule subject to change. All changes
will be posted on the Otsego Conservation

District website.

*All hard drives are
destroyed and not
reused.




Kids and Nature

Getting kids out into nature is a great
way to promote physical and mental
health. A healthy dose of Vitamin D
has been shown to promote bone health
and it helps to minimize issues related to
diabetes and heart disease. ~Outdoor
time can also improve sleep by
promoting exercise.

Playing in the dirt has health benefits . .
too! According to the National Wildlife E‘g more mfoﬁatlon.o.‘tl ﬂtl}f beﬁeﬁts Of
Federation, playing in the dirt can l'lsdl'?‘nF éla re, visi ¢ ¢ Mationa
significantly reduce stress and anxiety Wildlife Fe era“"f; at nwt.org.
for both children and adults. The - N
National Wildlife Federation says '}
digging in the dirt, splashing in mud
puddles, making mud pies, and being
exposed to healthy bacteria can create a
stronger immune system and good
health.

An increase in screen time has also
played a significant role in children's
development. Balancing screen time
with outdoor time is more important
than ever to give children what they
need to be healthy, well-rounded
individuals. So put on your rain boots,
pick up a trowel, and start digging!

[ - . ow Make Mud Art! -~ o o
W W W W

Mud prints: Model putting your hands or feet in mud and then pressing them on rocks,

the sidewalk, cardboard or paper. Notice aloud the mark that your hands and feet left

behind and welcome your child to try it out. Invite your child to move like different ani-

mals or insects. What kind of hand and foot prints are made by moving that way?

Mud stamps: Dip leaves and other objects into mud and stamp them on pavement to

make different shapes.

Mud collage: Mud can be a great adhesive! Use mud to paint a base design on a flat sur-

face outdoors or on a piece of paper, and then collect some nature treasures to stick into

\tEe painting to make it three-dimensional. /

‘ Brand Edward Jones s

Land :
'A' Surveying Working together for
—L your financial future.

ronbrand@brandlandsurveying.com Bill Forreider, CFP*, AAMS™
989-732-8077 office Financial Advisor
585 Greenfield Drive 685 EM 32 Ste 210

Gaylord, MI 49735 e
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$25 per bed
Join the family garden program and
grow some flowers, veggies, or
fruit. Beds are located in the
Demonstration Gardens at 459
Livingston Blvd and are accessible
throughout the year.

Call 989 -732 -4021 to rent

Potential 2026 Events*

Fruit Tree Care - TBA
Soil Health Field Day - TBA
Spring Tree Sale - April 24-25, 2026

Native Plant Open House - May 30,
2026

Art in the Garden Festival - June 27,
2026

Household Hazardous Waste Day -
July 11, 2026 at the Road Commission

Kids After School Program - TBA

*We are always adding and adjusting
our calendar as the season progresses.
Be on the lookout for event updates on
our website otsegocd.org.

If you would like to be included in our
email updates please email

otsegoconservation@gmail.com

\
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Remopstrationn Garden Rental

Did you know that the Otsego County
Community Garden has hosted numerous
weddings since its establishment? Our rates
are very competitive and we try to be as
accommodating as possible. The gardens
are open to the public and you are welcome
to walk them whenever you'd like to decide
if it will be the place for your special
day! If you would like to check availability,
or schedule a specific time to walk with a
staff member and ask questions, you can
call the Otsego
Conservation District at
989-732-4021.

~

14th Annual
Art in the Garden

\\V/ = Festival
"\ Saturday,

// /\ June 27,2026

\

s lee Music s Art Displays

s Local Eats s Art Fair

s Outdoor Workshops

s Silent Auction

If you are an artist and would like

to participate by
selling and/or displaying your
work give us a call.

For information or to register as
an art vendor, contact
Sarah Peterson at the

Otsego Conservation District

at 989-732-4021

Qpeterson@otsegocounWmi.goy
7




Native Plants: Learn More About
the Benefits of these Plants

Kristine Hahn, MSU Extension
Oakland County Extension Office

Michigan native plants are both
beautiful and beneficial in yards and
gardens. What is a “native plant?” The
definition of a “native plant” is not widely
agreed upon and has varying answers
depending on whom you ask. As part of
their Native Plant Materials Policy, the
U.S. Forest Service states that “Native
plants are defined as all indigenous
terrestrial and aquatic plant species that
evolved naturally in a defined native

ecosystem.” Additionally, the
Connecticut Natural Resource
Conservation Service notes that, “The

word native should always be used with a
geographic qualifier (that is, native to New
England [for example]). Only plants
found in this country before European
settlement are considered to be native to
the United States.” These two definitions
cover the basics of what constitutes a
native plant.

Michigan native plants have many
benefits. Our native Michigan wildlife
species have co-evolved with our native
Michigan plants over thousands of years
and have become strongly linked to them.
Therefore, planting native plants supports
and provides habitat for our native
wildlife. For example, the endangered
Karner blue butterfly caterpillars can only
feed on wild lupine plants. Karner blue
butterflies will not lay their eggs on any
other plant, leaving them dependent on
these native plants for their survival.
Native plants are often required in
restoration or re-vegetation plantings
installed by natural resource organizations
and government agencies due to their
ability to provide important habitat for our
native wildlife species.

When native plants are well-matched
with  the  existing  environmental
conditions, they often need little water,
fertilizer or pesticides inputs once they are
established.

MSU Extension has done extensive re-
search on the ability of some native plants
to be excellent attractors of pollinators
and beneficial insects.

Pollinators provide us with very im-
portant ecological services that keep our
plants producing fruits and vegetables
Beneficial insects provide us with free
pest management services by feeding on
the harmful insects that eat our ornamen-
tal and crop plants.

Michigan native plants can be part of
your “Smart Gardening” strategy. Since
weather patterns have shifted and all gar-
deners are now dealing with more ex-
treme weather and increased disease
problems, changes in gardening tech-
niques that allow us to adapt to these
changes while saving money and enhanc-
ing the environment. But the best reason
to use native plants is because they are
gorgeous! So become a smart gardener
with a beautiful garden and “go native!”

Volunteers Needed!

We are always looking for volunteers
to help with the many tasks of
maintaining a community garden
and promoting conservation efforts
in Otsego County. Some upcoming
volunteer opportunities include:

Native Plant seeding in the
greenhouse - February 24-25

#¢ Tree wrapping to prepare for the
spring tree sale— April 13-16

#¢ Transplanting native plant
seedlings to plugs or quarts
April 7-8

## General garden spring clean-up -

Visit our website at otsegocd.org or
give us a call at (989) 732-4021 to sign
up!

2023 Plat Book

The 2023 Otsego
County Plat Book is
available for 330 or
$38.28 shipped (tax

included) at the Otsego




Planting for Wildlife— by Libby Benjamin, CTAI Conservationist

Simply put, wildlife requires food, water, grass plantings because these attract a

shelter, and space. Together, these
components make up an animal’s habitat.
Different species have different
requirements that vary in complexity and
can change based on season and life stage
(i.e. nesting). Planting native trees, shrubs,
and plants can add missing components,
improving overall habitat quality.

Analyze your existing habitat and
consider what may be lacking. If your
forest is mostly hardwoods, plant pines or
spruces to provide thermal cover. Are there
fruit and nut producing trees and shrubs?
Some species, like winterberry holly and
arrowwood, retain their berries well into
winter, providing a food source during a
time of relative scarcity. Also, think about
what species you might want to favor and
research their specific habitat needs. Wild
turkeys, for example, benefit from native

/
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variety of insects that are an important food
source for hens and their young.

When selecting species to plant, consider
your soil type and the amount of sunlight
your site receives. Site preparation and
maintenance in the first few years while
your planting gets established is crucial.
It’s important to manage competition from
weeds, protect seedlings from deer browse
with tree tubes or wire cages, and provide
supplemental watering. With a little
planning and some maintenance, you can
create a planting that will improve wildlife
habitat for decades to come. Contact the
Gaylord NRCS office at 989-732-6526 ext.
139 for planning help and to see if you
qualify for financial assistance.

Online Resources \

Otsego Conservation District
e  otsegocd.org

Department of Natural Resources
e  michigan.gov/dnr

@epar@ndirt of Kpvironment, Great
4[.91(67 d gnergy (EGLE)

e  michigan.gov/egle

@ trpgh County seryicee t /[

e  otsegocountymi.gov

Michigan State University
Cooperative Extension
canr.msu.edu/otsego/county-
ex tension-office

Health Department of Northwest
Michigan
e  nwhealth.org/

U.S Dept. of Agriculture, Natural Re-

sources Conservation Service
&nrcs.usda. gov/ /
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OTSEGO CONSERVATION DISTRICT
SEEDLING SALE FUNDRAISER

April 24th & April 25th
8:30 a.m.- 5 p.m.
Pre-orders due March 20th

Seedling Sale will be held at the
Otsego Conservation District
Nature Center
459 Livingston Blvd., Gaylord
(Near the Alpine Center)

Full descriptions and
photos of all species can be found on our
website www.otsegocd.org

The best time to plant a tree was 50 years ago.
The next best time is NOW.

Production of this booklet has been
made possible by these businesses and
individuals
committed to conservation.

Alpine Title & Escrow of Otsego
County
Otsego County Farm Bureau
Jay’s Sporting Goods
Bennethum’s Northern Inn
Awakon Federal Credit Union

Please patronize the businesses that
support the
important work of the Otsego Conser-
vation District.
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Open House
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Michigan perennials.
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your site conditions, and
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your Native Species
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Grasses
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Native Plant Nursery
and Nature Center is
located at 459
Livingston Blvd. near
the Alpine Center,
within the
Demonstration Garden.
Follow signs from the
roundabout.
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