
The Otsego Conservation District also provides the following services:  
Forestry Assistance; Educational Workshops & Seminars, Annual Spring & Fall 

Seedling Sales; Native Plant Nursery Wildflowers & Grasses; Water Quality Edu-
cation Program; Recycling Education & Site Maintenance; Soil Erosion Assis-

tance; Composting Education; and much more. 
To get involved or learn more, contact us or come to one of our monthly board 

meetings held at 9:00 am the 2nd Thursday of each month at  
800 Livingston Blvd., Gaylord, in the 1st floor Multi-Purpose Room. 

 
Otsego Conservation District Board Members:   

Jack Marlette, Melinda Study, Mary Kinney,  
Bill Blanzy, & Keith “Boots” Martell 

 
Otsego Conservation District Staff: 

Patricia Osburn—District Manager 
Tara Jans—Recycling Coordinator 

Kelly Draeger—Education Specialist 
Sam Musto— Forester 

 

The Art in the Garden Festival and maintenance of the 

Otsego County Demonstration Garden & Conservation 

Forest is provided by: 
 
 

Otsego Conservation District 
800 Livingston Blvd., Ste. 4A  

Gaylord, MI 49735 
 

(989) 732-4021 
otsegocd.org 

facebook.com/otsegocd 

12th Annual 

Celebrate 27 years of the Otsego County 
Demonstration Garden & Conservation Forest 

 

 

Live Music  
Art Displays  
Local Eats 

Workshops  
Silent Auction 

Art For Sale  
 

Presented by: 

 Otsego Conservation District 

Donations are appreciated! 

Saturday 
June 29th 

10am–4pm 



The Otsego County Demonstration Garden and Conservation Forest offers the 
perfect backdrop for the Art in the Garden Festival. The garden and forest were 

developed 27 years ago when a small dedicated group transformed 19 acres used 
for dumping debris into a beautiful community treasure. The garden and its 

features have been made possible with the help and support of countless 
volunteers, organizations, and local businesses.  

 
Art in the Garden is an opportunity for the community to celebrate the 

environment through art, music, and a wide variety of workshops for kids and 
adults.  It is a chance for parents to spend a day with their children.  More than 

anything, it is a chance to stop and smell the flowers with family and friends.  We 
hope to leave a lasting legacy in Otsego County and northern Michigan that, 

through our children and grandchildren, serves to protect the natural world that 
surrounds us.  

 
The Art in the Garden Festival is a free event, however, we have expenses 
including tents, workshop presenters, and the live music we offer for your 

enjoyment. Please consider making a donation to the Friends of the Garden 
during your visit.  

 
The Otsego Conservation District, Michigan Arts & Culture Council and Art in the 

Loft welcome you to the 12th Annual Art in the Garden Festival. Enjoy the day, and 
come back often to visit the garden! 

 
Sincerely, 
The Art in the Garden Festival Committee 

Art in the Garden  

Festival 

Welcome to the 12th Annual 
Thanks to our generous supporters  

for making this  

Art in the Garden Festival a success.  
Partners 

The Paddling Pig 
Lunch 

Otsego County Junior Master Gardener 4H 
Sweet Treats 

Located near the Stage. Please remember to recycle! 

Eats & Treats 

Master Gardeners 
Friends of the Garden 
Jack & Julie Marlette 

Mary Kinney 
Melinda Study 

Keith “Boots” Martell 
Rokko Jans 

Logan Moss - Michigan DNR 
Yoga 45 

Otsego County Library 
Otsego County Junior Master Gardeners 

Crossroads Industries 
Home Depot Gaylord 
Kids Outdoors Otsego 

Lake Superior State University 
Great Lakes Fisheries Commission  

Headwaters Chapter Trout Unlimited 
Writers in the Pines 

Judy Wagley 
Jim Tobin 

Special Thanks To: 

Artists 

Jan Kellogg 
Marilyn Kaczanowski 

Patrick Barringar 
Janis Collins 

Diane Ellsworth 
 

Sandie Drzewiecki 
Katie Noeske 

Bill Ellison 
Sara Craft 

 



Each Art in the Garden Artist 

Plot Bound Books 
The Rusty Pelican 

Tools to Teach 
Woolybuggers 
Call of the Wild 

 

 
White Birch Outfitters 

Gaylord Golf Club 
The Loon 

Otsego County Sportsplex 
NorthStar Gardens 

Silent Auction 

Thank you to all who have generously provided silent auction items. Proceeds 
benefit the upkeep and programming of the Otsego County Demonstration 

Garden & Conservation Forest through Friends of the Garden.  
Please honor these businesses with your patronage. 

 
Be sure to visit the table next to the welcome tent at the north end of the garden 

to view items and place bids. Bidding closes at 3:00 pm and winners will be 
announced at the outdoor stage at 3:45 pm. 

Call of the Wild 

Events at The Stage 

Talantis & Jans 11:00 - 11:45 am 
Talantis & Jans, a guitar, piano and vocals duo performing original 

songs and old favorites. You will find their music stylings compel-

ling and delightfully engaging. Nick Talantis and Rokko Jans have 

been performing together for more than forty years. They are both 

members of the popular Traverse City band “Fresh Fossils” as well 

as the nationally known folk rock band “Ned” (of which Rolling 

Stone magazine said, “they get in a groove and stay there!”).   

Live Sea Lamprey Demonstration 12:00 - 12:45 pm 
Vampire fish are invading the Art in the Garden Festival! Andrea Miehls of 

the Great Lakes Fishery Commission will be presenting about the devastat-

ing effects of sea lampreys on Great Lakes fisheries, how an incredible 

research effort at Hammond Bay Biological Station led to the discovery of 

tools to control sea lampreys, and how the GLFC has been able to reduce 

sea lamprey populations by 90% across the Great Lakes. Andrea will have 

live sea lampreys at her presentation and all attendees will have an oppor-

tunity to touch—and even hold—this notorious  invasive species!  

Bruce & the Originals 1:00 - 1:45 pm 
Bruce & the Originals is the musical experience resulting from the 
chance crossing of 2 creative and eclectic type A personalities at a 
swing dance workshop. With a repertoire that reaches as far back 
as French dance music from 1698, they love to share their joy and 
musical energy through a unique selection of great music.  They 
believe music is a gift to enjoy, and to share.   

Brain & Sarah Peterson 2:00 - 2:45 pm 

Brian and Sarah Peterson met in music school at MSU some time last cen-

tury, and they’ve been raising a family and making music together ever 

since.  Brian teaches math and music at Gaylord Middle School and plays 

the cello in Gaylord Community Orchestra.  Sarah is a music therapist who 

does early childhood music through the Gaylord Community Music School, 

and she is serving as the president on the board of Gaylord Community 

Productions.  

Lee Anne Whitman 3:00 - 3:45 pm 
Lee Anne Whitman has been playing & singing since she was a teenager, 

inspired by Joni Mitchell, Judy Collins, Joan Baez and Peter, Paul and Mary. 

She put down her musical roots in mid-Michigan as part of the band 

"Muzyka!" and now is spreading her musical branches in northern Michi-

gan as "Indigo Moon". A singer and songwriter, she enjoys singing both 

cover songs and sharing her thoughtful lyrics reflecting a love of family, 

faith, nature and community.  



Schedule of Events 

-The Paddling Pig Food Truck 
-Sweet Treats by Otsego County Junior Master Gardeners 4-H 
-Live Music 
-Vendors and Artists throughout the Garden 

Silent Auction: 
11:00 am - 3:00 pm: Silent Auction Bidding at Information Booth 
3:45 pm: Silent Auction Winners Announced at Stage 

North Forest Entrance 

Around the Garden 
10:00-10:40am - Family Fun Zone! | Stage Area | 
  -You are invited to start your day with games and activities at the main stage. 
10:00-3:00pm -  Student Conservation Fair Presentations |In the N. Children’s Garden| 
  -Check out  artwork and research by local students. Vote for your favorite! 
10:00-4:00pm - Eves’ Place Healing Bowl Vibrations |Under the Pergola| 
  -Enjoy the good vibrations from mother singing bowls 
11:00-11:30am - Native Plant Nursery & Garden Tour | Meet at greenhouse| 
11:00-4:00pm - 12th Annual Art in the Garden Mural Painting |Under the Pergola| 
  -Add your personal touch to the canvas set up for all to try their hand. 
11:00-4:00pm - Native Plant Nursery Sales & Greenhouse Info 
11:00-4:00pm - Art and Short Story Writing with Writers in the Pines |S. Children’s Garden| 
  -Write a short story or get in the spirit by creating some art! 
11:00-4:00pm - Hartwick Pines Wildlife Booth 
  -Learn about some Michigan wildlife from the experts! 
11:00-4:00pm - Rock Painting with Crossroads Industries 
  -Take it easy and decorate a rock for your garden. 
1:00-1:45pm - Composting Workshop |At the Composting Demo Site| 
  -Ask a 40 year home composting veteran all your composting questions! 
1:00-1:45pm - Puddle Stone Workshop |S. Children’s Garden| 
  -Create something special for your home garden to enjoy for years to come. 
1:00-3:00pm - Scavenger Hunt |In the N. Children's Garden| 
  -Test your detective skills and search the garden using clues! 
2:00-4:00pm - Otsego County Library Craft Booth 

Workshop Tent 1 
11:00-11:45am - Butterfly Wings 
  -Create your own butterfly wings and learn about the butterfly life cycle! 
1:00-1:45pm  - Build a Bee House 
  -Create your very own Bee House to help important pollinators! 
2:00-2:45pm - Trout Unlimited Macroinvertebrates and more! 
  -Learn about macroinvertebrates and make your own fishing lure! 
3:00-3:45pm - Chlorophyll Painting 
  -Use natures ingredients to create spectacular art! 

Workshop Tent 2 
11:00-11:45am - Lake Superior State University Introduces Freshwater Sponges 
  -Discover the fascinating world of MI freshwater sponges! 
1:00-1:45pm - Nature Suncatchers 
  -Use your artist’s eye to create a one of kind suncatcher with natures wonders! 
2:00-2:45pm - Home Depot Kid Building Project 
3:00-3:45pm - Spray Paint Leaf Art 

 
South Forest Entrance 
11:00am & 1:00pm - Kid’s Nature Hike with Kids Outdoors Otsego 

- Kids Forest Story Time with Writers in the Pines 

*All workshops are as supplies lasts* 

Throughout the day 

10:45, 11:45, 
1:45, 2:45, 3:45  - Enjoy a read aloud children’s story while taking in the sounds of the forest 

Community Garden  

Map 


