
Common Ground Covers in Northern MI 

You may want to stop mowing these over 
 

There are many kinds of Viola that are native to Northern Michigan; they vary in flower color, leaf shape, 

and soil preference. There is one that stands above the rest as a glorious groundcover with the most 

stunning and abundant purple flowers, especially in early to late spring. Viola sororia or Common Blue 

Violet. You know this plant and probably mow it over or rip it out but it has its place and that place is 

where your “lawn” lives or the areas where you think nothing will grow. This plant tops out at 4-6 inches 

and flowers in April, May, and June. It thrives in loam and clay with medium-wet to medium-dry soil. 

 

 

 

Because it is petite and less bushy than its cultivated cousin, Fragaria virginiana or The Wild Strawberry 

is often overlooked and underappreciated as a groundcover option. You probably mow this constantly 

but you shouldn’t because it only grows up to 6 inches tall but usually stays much shorter. Wild 

Strawberry provides flowers for pollinators and is a food source for woodland creatures. A couple plants 

will happily fill in a few square feet within weeks. It flowers and fruits April, May and June. 
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Wild Geranium or Geranium maculatum looks nothing like the one sold in the nursery. It has beautiful 

pink flowers and stunning leaves. It will even grow in the tough locations like dry, shady spots or sandy, 

sunny spots. It is probably already in your lawn or on the edge of the woodland. If you give it a chance to 

grow you will be impressed and definitely want more, luckily if you let it flower and go to seed you will 

have more. It grows up to 12 inches tall and flowers April, May, June, and July. 

 

 

Here is another native plant you are probably mowing over, Stout Blue-eyed Grass or Sisyrinchium 

angustifolium. It will form adorable little clumps that look like fat grass blades and their star shaped 

petals with blue-purple color are worth not mowing. They only reach 6 inches tall and will grow basically 

anywhere except standing water. These blooms make for happy pollinators in May and June.  
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Did you ever think to yourself, “Boy I love mint but is there a native mint plant?”  Well there are many 

kinds of native mints but one that doesn’t get enough credit is Clustered Mountain Mint or 

Pycnanthemum muticum. It smells the same as the non-native culinary version but has silvery leaves 

with beautiful white-pink flowers in July, August, and September that pollinators love. In full to partial 

sun, they form a clump, grow up to 3 feet tall, and are perfectly happy to be put in soil that contains 

clay.  

 

 

This plant’s leaves look a whole like flat parsley and can really take a beating. It too, is probably growing 

in your lawn. If you let it flower you will be treated to one of the most unique white flowers you’ve ever 

seen. White Avens or Geum canadense grows in medium-wet to medium-dry soils and certainly doesn’t 

mind spring flooding. White Avens will successfully grow under Walnut trees. It can grow up to 2 feet tall 

and flowers show themselves May, June, and July. 
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